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GCOWE 95

A Major Step Forward in Building a
Movement to the Frontiers.

Rick Wood

Relentlessly the participants had planned,
organized, prayed and sacrificed for years to
bring about this global event. Hundreds of
volunteers invested thousands of hours of labor
to make it a stunning success. The Korean
church gave millions of dollars to cover the cost
of food and housing for thousands of delegates
from the developing world. Almost 4,000 delegates
came from 186 countries in the hope of
changing the world through the growing AD
2000 and Beyond Movement. GCOWE ’95, the
Global Consultation on World Evangelization --
the focus of all these efforts, has come and gone.
What happened and was it worth all the effort?

Held May 17-26, 1995 at the beautiful
Torch Center, home of the Korean Center for
World Mission in Seoul, Korea, GCOWE ’95
opened with pageantry and flair as the Korean
church enthusiastically welcomed the worldwide
Body of Christ to Seoul.

The delegates and guests attending spanned
the range from the famous and powerful to the
unknown faithful servant of Christ. Delegates
included world royalty, a prime minister,
national legislators, senior judges and professors
as well as missionaries from the remotest
unreached peoples. According to Dr. Hyung-Ja

Lee, vice-president of the Korean Preparation

Committee, "Not even during the 1988
International Olympic Games held in Korea did
I see so many nations and so many distinguished
guests represented as at this gathering.”

GCOWE '95 was unique in that it was the

(RESFH) B/ VENAFNR)

largest and most widely representative
international gathering in history. And it focused
on establishing a church-planting movement
within the unreached peoples of the world by the
year 2000.

It was clear from the start that GCOWE
’95 was a very different kind of meeting from
any previous consultation on global Christian
outreach. God is raising up a new and powerful
movement to reach the unreached peoples
through the completely new kinds of delegates
He brought to Seoul in May.

The gathering, of course, built upon the
successes of previous global meetings such as
Edinburgh '80 and GCOWE I in Singapore in
1989. But the GCOWE ’95 delegates are a new
generation, unique in four important ways.

First, more than 70% of the delegates were
under 50 years of age. This means that God is
raising up younger leaders to carry the AD 2000
vision forward.

Second, for more than 80% of the
delegates this was the first global-level meeting
that they have ever attended. Only ten percent of
GCOWE’s delegates attended Lausanne II in
Manila in 1989.

Third, it is also significant that women
comprised one quarter of the GCOWE
delegates. This is a marked change from
previous global conferences.

Fourth, this consultation was also the first
to be dominated by delegates from outside of
Europe and North America. Of the 4,000 attendees,
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more than two-thirds came form Africa, Asia,
Latin America and the Middle East. Luis Bush
described GCOWE ’95 as the rite of passage for
the transformation of the mission fields into a-
mission force.

As Ralph Winter has said, "At no time in
history have we been so close to completing the
preliminary penetration task of mission effort
into all the peoples of the world. This is an
initiative reverberating from the mission field
itself. The AD 2000 and Beyond Movement has
enlisted more different kinds of groups, in more
countries, ‘than any previous movement in
history." ;

The delegates, staff and volunteers were
treated to a succession of video presentations
and messages from Christian luminaries such as
Thomas Wang, Luis Bush, Bill Bright, Paul
Cedar, Patrick Johnstone, David Yonggi Cho
and many more. The messages were inspiring
and hope-filled as these Christian leaders
described the awesome works of God that are
accelerating in our day and the tremendous
opportunities for advancement that now await
the global church. The delegates were
challenged to attempt great things for God as
they see the marvelous things God is already
doing to reach every people with the Gospel.

Focusing on the
Unreached Peoples

Unlike most previous global conferences,
this nine-day event clearly emphasized the
establishing of a mission-minded church-planting
movement within every people in order to reach
the stated goal of a church for every people and
the Gospel for every person by the year 2000.

. The Unreached Peoples Track of the AD
2000 and Beyond Movement has selected 2,500
unreached people groups with populations over
10,000 as their primary focus for establishing
church-planting movements over the next five
years. It is hoped that reaching these 2, 500,

many of which may be clusters of groups, will
allow the Gospel to flow more easily to those
smaller groups that are related to the 2,500.

In his plenary address Patrick Johnstone,
chairman of the AD 2000 Unreached Peoples
Track, challenged the GCOWE ’95 delegates to
look at the tremendous progress that has been
made over the last 200 years and to believe that
with God’s help we can penetrate the 2, 500
targeted groups by the year 2000.

Johnstone said, "I have two aims in
speaking today: ]

1. to show that we are much nearer to our
minimum goal of witnessing churches among
unreached peoples than many have realized.

2. to suggest a broad strategy to actually
launch a church-planting movement for every
significant people in the world by the end of the
year 2000 (Johnstone defines a significant group
as an ethnic group with a population over 10,000). For
this we need the active participation of every
AD 2000 track and every national and regional
initiative represented here." -

He is promoting a strategy for reaching the
unreached peoples which involves grouping the
unreached peoples in what he calls “affinity
blocs.” Johnstone explains, "In the process of
developing a peoples database with Dr. David
Barrett, I was amazed to discover that of the
world’s 71 ethno-linguistic groupings, 26
contain significant numbers of unreached
peoples. They have grouped these into 12
affinity blocs linked by culture, religion,
geography and/or politics. Eleven of these are
located in the 10/40 window.

"These affinity blocs can be a key for us to
plan globally for their evangelization. They
encompass 800 peoples of more than 100,000,
and of these 130 are so strategic that a Gospel
breakthrough within that people could rapidly
impact other peoples on the long list. Let me
propose broad strokes of strategy to achieve this:

"1. Convene affinity bloc conferences

(XeeaaZH) B/BNAENBR)



immediately, representing  indigenous and
expatriate agencies, national bodies and prayer
networks, to develop strategic partnerships for
each Gateway People, and to ensure that a
church-planting initiative be developed among
every people group within that affinity bloc by
AD 2000.

"). Conduct national and regional
conferences this year to assess and address the
remaining task within a geographic region,
through national and international initiatives.

"3, Strengthen or launch Gateway People
strategic partnerships to ensure that every
possible ministry and agency make a
coordinated contribution and that every related
smaller people is adequately targeted.”

Patrick Johnstone concluded his remarks
by saying, "We have a measurable and a
finishable task. What a privilege that God has
called us to the Kingdom for such a time as this.
Let us be single-minded, committed, and full of
faith in our great God to see this fully achieved
in our generation."”

Student Mission 2000

For the GCOWE '95 delegates there were
few experiences to match that of being the
honored guests at the Student Mission 2000
meeting.

Ushered in by their Korean hosts, the 4,000
GCOWE delegates marched onto the track of
Seoul’s Olympic Stadium, the same track that
had been the stage for so many Olympic
athletes. As they entered, the more than 75,000
Korean students gathered there stood and
cheered them, clapping their hands and waving.
For many delegates it was an overwhelming
experience.

The incredible thing about it, however, was
that these Korean students were committing
themselves to being senders and go-ers in the
task of world evangelization. Many of their
efforts will no doubt be directed toward reaching

(KEBZEH) FNABOEENR)

North Korea with the Gospel when it finally
open its doors to the South. But others will join
the worldwide task of penetrating the unreached
peoples with the Gospel.

The church in Korea is in many ways a
challenge to the church in America. One
congregation, Onnuri Presbyteriah Church in
Seoul, for example, has committed itself to
sending 2,000 members of its 8,000 member
church to the mission field by the year 2000.
They are also asking their church members for a
lifetime commitment to pray two hours a day for
their missionaries and world evangelization. The
pastor and 800 members have already made this
lifetime commitment. May the churches- in
America and around the world be that mobilized.

GCOWE '95 was a superb accomplishment for
all the staff and volunteers involved. It was also
a life-changing experience for many of the
delegates. They left with a firm commitment to
the mission of the AD 2000 and Beyond
Movement.

GCOWE ’95’s mission is summarized by
Phil Butler, Executive Director of InterDev, a
Christian group that helps mission agencies
partner and coordinate with each other. "AD
2000 is important because it gives the church a
clear unadulterated vision. It provides
incremental steps, breaking the task down by
region, country and city. It empowers people at
each level and is (primarily) directed and
inspired by non-Western leaders around the
world. The wonderful global heirs of the
missionary movement of the last 150 years can
now join hands with those in the West who have
prayed and sent and funded. Together we can
focus on finishing the task."

Rick Wood has been the managing editor for Mission
Frontiers since 1990 and is a graduate of Western
Baptist Seminary in Portland, Oregon.

Taken from Mission Frontiers, July-August/1995.
Used by permission.
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GCOWE 95 Declaration

AD 2000 & Beyond Movement

Our Foundation

We, about 4000 Christians from 186 countries,
were graciously hosted by the churches of Korea in
Seoul, May 17-25, 1995, for a Global Consultation on
World Evangelization. We continue the spirit of earlier
consultations committed to the task of global
evangelization,

Building upon the biblical foundation and call to
mission set forth in the Lausanne Covenant and the
Manila Manifesto, as well as the Statement of Faith of
the World Evangelical Fellowship, and inspired by the
vision articulated at the Singapore 1989 Consultation,
we desire to move further toward "a church for every
people and the Gospel for every person by AD 2000."

Our Mandate

Basic to our vision, our mission and our strategy
is the incarnational model of Jesus Christ (Galatians 4:
4; John 1:14). He alone is the Way, the Truth and the
Life (John 14:6). In obedience to Him, the disciples
went forth in the power of His Spirit to be His
witnesses and to establish His church across the earth
(Acts 1:8).

The Lord of the harvest calls us to follow Him
(Mark 1:17), to take up our cross (Mark 8:34), and to
measure our lives by the priorities of His Kingdom
(Matthew 6:33). By placing the emphasis on becoming
like Him, Christ intended that His disciples grow not
only in holiness but also as active participants in His
mission (John 14-17). To make reproducing disciples
of Christ is a way of life; it is the way our crucified and
risen Lord lived His life on earth, and now the way He
commands all His disciples to follow (2 Timothy 2:2).

Our Vision

We came together around a vision created in us
by the command of Christ to "make disciples of all
nations” (Matthew 28:19) and to "preach the Gospel to
every creature” (Mark 16:15). Our concem is for the
whole church to take the whole Gospel to the whole
world. Our primary but not exclusive focus is on the
"10/40 Window" (the area of ten to forty degrees North
of the equator from West Africa to East Asia) where
most of the unreached people groups are located. There
also we find the greatest degrees of poverty, illiteracy,
disease and suffering,

We confess a deep awareness of our failure in the
past to do all we could have done to make Christ
known throughout the world, especially in the areas
where no church movement exists. We also repent of
our needless divisions and competitive attitudes that
have hindered the advance of the Gospel. We resolve,
by God's grace, to no longer ignore the challenges, nor
miss the opportunities set before us. This is the time
for which we were born (Esther 4:14).

We see the close of the millenium as a unique
occasion to reemphasize the urgency of taking the
Gospel to the ends of the earth. The year 2000 can
serve as a milestone to mark the advance of the Gospel
both as a focal point for intensified evangelistic work
and a transition, to a new century of missionary
outreach.

Our Purpose

We seek, in a spirit of servanthood, to encourage,
network and motivate Christian leaders and churches
by inspiring them to obedience to the Great

(K= H) S/AMNAEENB)



Commission (Matthew 28: 18-20) and the Great
Commandment (Matthew 22: 37-40). Our intent is to
stimulate cooperation among existing denominations,
congregations, para-church organizations, missionary
societies, and service groups of all kinds in order to
work unitedly toward this objective (John 17:20-23).

The expected result is the establishment of a
mission-oriented church planting movement among
every people of the world, both in rural areas and
urban centers. This will ensure that everyone has a
valid opportunity to experience the love, truth and
saving power of Jesus Christ in fellowship with other
believers (John 13:34-35). In the face of widespread
tribalism and racism, only the Gospel can bring lasting
peace and reconciliation among peoples (Ephesians 2:
14; Galatians 3:28).

Our Strategies

With this end in view, we wait on God in prayer
and fasting. Without heaven-sent revival, all our efforts
will be in vain. We yeam for an outpouring of
sovereign grace and power in a mighty spiritual
awakening across the length and breadth of the church.
The magnitude of this task is beyond our resources, but
we know that with God all things are possible (2
Corinthians 10:4; Luke 1:37; Philippians 4:13).

Our role is that of a catalyst to arouse concern and
accelerate divinely motivated initiatives. As God
enables, we will do this by disseminating information
and facilitating cooperative missionary efforts,
leadership development,
physical needs and social justice, and evangelistic
efforts across cities, nations and continents. We will

compassionate care for

endeavor to maintain accurate progress reports of
church planting efforts among the least evangelized
peoples, so that all might be aware of people groups
everywhere that have not yet heard the redeeming
Word.

We recognize that these strategies need to be
worked out in specific country-by-country cooperative
plans. We gratefully acknowledge the example of the

(KEDFA) ENAHOAFNR)

brothers and sisters of our host country, Korea, who
have challenged us by their creative plans such as:
1-1-1 intercessory prayer movement (cvery member
praying for one miniute at 1 p.m. every day for one
non-Christian friend or one particular country or one
unreached people or one missionary friend or one
pastor); a call for every Christian living in a country
whose per capita gross national product (GNP) is more
than $5,000 to give at least $1 a month to help those in
poverty; and a summons to courageously stand for the
universal upholding of human rights and religious
freedom. Strategies, however good, should be matched
by commitment to their implementation.

Our Commitment

The tremendous potential of the AD 2000 &
Beyond Movement was vividly portrayed by the
powerful Korean Student Mission 2000 event at the
Olympic Stadium. On the evening of May 20, 1995,
80,000 students, assembling under the banner of the
cross, dramatically dedicated themselves 'to obey the
Great Commission.

We, too, covenant to pray and worship as we
work together for the evangelization of the world. We
must have the empowerment that comes from on High.
Therefore, in total dependence upon the Holy Spirit,
we dedicate ourselves anew to Jesus Christ, "who
loved us and gave Himself for us” (Galatians 2:20).

Despite the difficulties, we look expectantly to
the day when the Gospel finally "will be preached in
all the world" (Matthew 24:14), and the redeemed of
the Lord will be gathered from "every tribe, and
language, and people, and nation” to praise Him
forever (Revelation 5:9; 7:9). Our commitment to
world evangelization directs our energy toward this
goal to which history is moving, when the completed
church will be presented to the Father in all the beauty
of His holiness, and every knee shall bow and every
tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God (Philippians 2: 10-11; Romans 10: 9-10; 1
Corinthians 12:3).
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Great Commission Center Ministry Report
For July 1995

The month of July, 1995, has been one of our most fruitful months of ministry in the past years:

1. President of the Tong-Gan people in Kirghistan, Central Asia, has signed a formal contract
with GCC, inviting GCC to send up to 20 specialists (medical doctors, nurses, pharmacists,
water-purification and sanitation workers and instructors in computer and Chinese
language) to serve among them. They will take care of our food and lodging.

The Tong-Gan people were Muslim people of North China driven out of China over 100 years
ago during the Ching Dynasty.They settled in Kazakstan and Kirghistan and now are numbered
around 300,000. They are a truly unreached people group.

This is a ministry of pre-evangelism -- requires love, kindness, patience, compassion and a high
degree of sensitivity. This is a very rare opportunity for Chinese Christians to serve among
Muslim people of our own kindred. In my life time, this is the first invitation of its kind that I
have witnessed.

We hereby make an urgent call for Christian specialists (above mentioned) to pray and to
respond to this once-in-a-hundréed-years opportunity by committing your service to them (from
1 week to 1 year are all welcomed).

If after prayer, you feel led by the Lord to go, please call or FAX to us your professional
background, related experiences, your church affiliation and your period of commitment. The
Tong-Gan people, our Muslim kinsmen, need your help and service. Please pray and respond.

We are planning to go to them on October 11 of this year. It is only 2 months from now. We
hope that you could go with us even for 1 or 2 weeks. (Those who cannot go in October can go
anytime later.) Please call or FAX.

2. Fruitful Short-term Missions Trip to Hungary (July 11-24, 1995)
The team had a total of 21 members from the U.S., Canada, Hongkong and other places. Under
God’s grace and by the conjoined efforts of the members, we have witnessed:

(1)260 Hungaries and Chinese came to Christ.

(2) Together with Hungarian Christians, the Team was instrumental in helping to establish 3

(KEREN) B/AOVREFENR)
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4,

Hungarian churches in the cities of: Csepel, Zzalegerszeg and Nagybanizsa.

(3)Established a Chinese Bible Class in the City of Szeged, with the potential of growing into a
Chinese church.

(4)The Team discovered the existence of sizable numbers of Vietnamese in Budapest and other
major cities of Eastern Europe. There is very little gospel work among them. If God leads,
GCC may send a coworker who speaks the Vietnamesee language to work among the
Vietnamese people in Budapest in September. Should their ministry be blessed by the Lord, it
could extend to other cities such as Prague, Bucharest, Sofia, etc. We welcome Vietnamese
speaking Christians to join our team to visit Budapest, October 11-24, 1995.

(5)National Conference of Spiritual Renewal, Budapest, Hungary, Fall 1996.
After prayer and discussion with leaders of the Hungarian Reformed, Baptist and Pentecostal
churches, Rev. Thomas Wang is optimistic for the preparation of a National Renewal
Conference to be held in Budapest in the fall of 1996. Its main goal is to promote unity,
cooperation, evangelism and church planting in Hungary. Your prayer is requested for this
much anticipated event in that nation.

The Chinese church in Moscow which was established in April 1994, has now grown and
expanded into five congregations under the leadership of pastor Paul Cheng, Philip Dich and
George Kao. Please pray for the continued growth and the adoption of these congregations by
bona fide churches and mission agencies with genuine commitment and resources to adopt and
to nurture mission churches.

October Short-term Mission Teams (Welcome applicants with commitment from 1 week to 1
year)

(1)Vietnamese people in Hungary
October 11-24, 1995
Evangelism and church-planting in Budapest.
(Vietnamese-speaking preferable, but not necessary)

(2)Tong-Gan People (Kirghistan, Central Asis)
Beginning October 11, 1995
Pre-evangelism: Establishing medical clinics, water-treatments systems, teaching computer,
Chinese language, etc.

May God’s abundant blessings be upon the Chinese Church by enabling her to achieve a 4-fold
breakthrough in areas of ethnicity, culture, language and geography to fulfill Christ’s Great

Commission in this generation.
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Position Statement on the Philosophy of
Prayer for World Evangelization

C. Peter Wagner

1. The Mandate

The United Prayer Track of the AD 2000 and
Beyond Movement was established in 1991 with the
mandate of mobilizing and enabling the numerous
prayer movements which God has been raising up
on all continents and throughout all branches of
biblical Christianity to focus their prayer ministries
at least in part on accomplishing the task of
establishing a Church for every people and making
the Gospel available for every person by the year
AD 2000.

With such a mandate, the United Prayer Track
has been called to fill a specific niche within the
broad and growing prayer movement of today’s
world. The definition of what this niche consists of
begins with a recognition, with praise and honor to
Almighty God, of a widespread interest in and
enthusiasm for prayer throughout the universal
Body of Christ unprecedented at least in living
memory, if not in the history of the church.

2. The Role

In a spirit of humility and submission to God, the
worldwide prayer movement can be thought of as a
. spiritual jewel with many facets, all of which glorify
the Triune God in many different ways. The role of
the United Prayer Track should be seen as only one
of the facets.

3. The Essence of Prayer
The essence of all prayer is a personal

relationship with God made possible through the
redemption purchased by the blood of Jesus Christ
on the cross and enjoyed by those who have put
their fajth in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and
been regenerated by the Holy Spirit.

In one sense, all prayer can be seen as an end in
itself, the end of establishing and deepening
relationships with God the Father. In fact, such a
relationship of intimacy with the Father, which
involves both speaking to and hearing from God, is
nothing short of a prerequisite for all effective
prayer in every facet of the prayer movement. It is
an end in itself, because it pleases God.

When understood form this point of view, it is
clear that prayer must not be-regarded as a way
through which human beings can manipulate God.
To imagine that it is would quickly debase Christian
prayer to the level of magic or sorcery. Rather,
prayer serves to tune us in as individuals and groups
to the will, purpose, and timing of God. We also
recognize that the fulfillment of God’s purpose for
particular circumstances in history is, more often
than some imagine, contingent, by His own design,
on the effectiveness of believing prayer.

4. Prayer as Personal Spirituality
Through the .centuries the saints of God have
enjoyed the privilege of prayer as a way of
deepening their personal holiness and spirituality.
For many, nothing more was required. Countless
classics of Christian literature on prayer have
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emphasized this contemplative "practicing the
presence of God." Many have felt that their primary
service to God consisted of a lifetime of personal
waiting upon Him and bringing Him pleasure
through praise and worship.

5. Intercessory Prayer for the Unsaved

While commending this type of prayer wherever
it may be found in the worldwide prayer movement,
the United Prayer Track’s specific mandate goes
beyond this. Recognizing the primacy of pryaer as a
relationship with the Father, the United Prayer Track
joins other facets of the prayer movement which
sense that intercessory prayer is their chief calling.
We feel that we have been called to stand in the gap
between God and particularly those unsaved people
who have yet to restore their fellowship with the
Father through Jesus Christ. In doing this we affirm
that powerful praise and worship are a vital part of
effective intercession.

6. Diversity of Intercessory Prayer

There is such a great breadth to intercessory
prayer that some are uncomfortable with
categorizing its many facets. Others, however, feel
that such categorization helps produce clarity but
only with the proviso that the intimate and ongoing
relationships between all forms of communication
with God are acknowledged at all times. For
example there are many ministries of intercessory
prayer which should be practiced by all Christians
but which are, in fact, beyond the mandate of the
United Prayer Track. Husbands should pray for their
wives and vice versa; parents should intercede for
their children; believers should pray for their pastors
and their churches; citizens should pray for those
who rule over them; just to name a few of some of
the more obvious ministries of intercessions. In
today's prayer movement, many prayer leaders are
called to specialize in one or more of these
ministries, while affirming their relationship in the
Spirit to those called to other prayer assignments.
Valuable contributions to the literature on prayer are
being made in all these and many other practices of
prayer.

(RERETH) BARMNAENR)

7. The Primary Assignment

The intercessory prayer ministry of the United
Prayer Track is centered on prayer which will
enable the lost to be saved, the unevangelized to be
evangelized, the unreached to' be reached, the
unchurched to be churched. This is not seen as an
elitist or an exclusive mandate, but it is a primary
assignment for us. Many outside the United Prayer
Track also pray for the lost to be saved. Many
within the United Prayer Track also pray that
families will not break up and for safer streets in our
cities. Nevertheless, the activities of the United
Prayer Track as a component of the AD 2000 and
Beyond Movement are designed to mobilize the
kinds of prayer which will specifically help open the
way for the reality of a Church for every people and
the Gospel for every person by the year 2000. Other
equally valued segments of the Body of Christ are
engaged in mobilizing intercessory prayer for any
number of other worthy purposes and we applaud
them all as part of our mutual desire that God's
Kingdom will come and His will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.

8. Prayer for Revival

A goal of the United Prayer Track is to mobilize
as much of the universal Body of Christ as possible
to pray effectively for world evangelization. We
recognize, however, that many churches in their
present state cannot make a significant contribution
to this united effort because they have left their first
love and find themselves in a relatively powerless
state. Because of this, prayer for what has been
called revival or church renewal or awakening is
essential. A desperate need of the hour is for
massive spiritual revival within the churches
throughout the nations. God's people themselves
must be awakened to the urgent need to pray for the
lost. To fill this need, powerful facets of the
worldwide prayer ministry focus on intercession for
church renewal. This type of prayer is made on
behalf of the people of God. The United Prayer
Track embraces this anointed ministry of prayer and
indeed could not fulfill its own mandate properly
without it.
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9. Praying Chruches and Prayer
Ministries
At the same time there are many churches on all
continents which, while not perfect, are indeed alive,
adhering faithfully to their first love, impassioned
for reaching the lost, hearing what the Spirit is
saying to the churches, and experienced in vital
prayer for evangelism. Like wise, God has raised up
large numbers of prayer ministries, related in
differing degrees to local churches, which have
sensed a special calling and anointing to pray for
lost people to be saved. It is such churches and
prayer ministries which naturally provide the initial
candidates for active components of the United
Prayer Track. Others may if so directed by God join
when the prayers for church renewal are answered
and a passion for praying for the lost restored in
those churches.
Because spiritual power being released
throughout the whole Body of Christ is so important,
strategic level prayer for evangelism (see NO. 12)
must never be carried out apart from uniting in
revival praying, because, to the degree God wins the
battle inside the church and removes strongholds
there, to that degree will all other prayer for the
10/40 Window ultimately prevail.

10. Identifying and Ngtworl(mg
Prayer Ministries

It should be noted that the United Prayer Track
does not assume the responsibility of stimulating
prayer or creating new prayer ministries. This is the
work of the Holy Spirit. Our task is rather to
identify those prayer ministries targeted to world
evangelization which God has already raised up and
interconnect them in a way which will enhance the
possibilities of each of them becoming all that God
wants them to be. As such, we desire to provide a
worldwide network of information and resources on
prayer for. the entire Body of Christ, serving also to
broker the various prayer ministries throughout the
network.

11. Degrees of Emphasis

The prayer ministries associated with the United

Prayer Track exhibit differing degrees of emphasis
on prayer for the lost. For some prayer evangelism
may be only one of many good emphases. Others
may be burdened chiefly, if not exclusively, for
prayer for the unevangelized or the unreached.
Some will be in between or will vary their emphases
from time to time according to need or in obedience
to divine guidance. Prayer summits, solemn
assemblies, national days of prayer, and a network
of prayer rooms are a few of the many examples of
prayer ministries for which evangelism is an
important, but not necessarily a primary focus.
Examples of movements more exclusively targeting
prayer for the lost are YWAM Cardinal Points,
Generals of Intercession, Every Home for Christ
"Jericho Chapters,” Campus Crusade World Prayer
Strategy and others. There are roles in the United
Prayer Track for all these and many more,
regardless of the degree of emphasis.

12. Strategic-Level Intercession

Some of the prayer ministries associated with the
United Prayer Track, notably but not exclusively,
the International Fellowship of Intercessors,
Generals of Intercession, and Youth With a Mission,
began in the decade of the 1980s to practice a type
of prayer for the lost called by some "strategic-level
intercession.” Especially since the Lausanne II
Congress in Manila in 1989 this ministry under
additional identificational labels such as "territorial

spirits, strategic-level spiritual warfare, " and
"warfare prayer" began spreading through broader
segments of the Body of Christ. It took
organizational form with the creation of the

International Spiritual Warfare Network in 1990.

13. Biblical Premises
Two fundamental biblical premises underlie the

various approaches to spiritual warfare as it applies

to evangelizing the lost. They can best be stated by
quoting relevant biblical texts:

— The devil directly and explicitly attempts to
obstruct the evangelization of the lost. "But even
if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who
are perishing, whose minds the god of this age
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has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine on them’ (2 Cor. 4:
3-4).

— Our weapons designed by God to help remove
these obstructions to evangelism are spiritual
weapons. "For the weapons of our warfare are
not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down
strongholds, casting down arguments and every
high thing that exalts itself against the knowlegde
of God..." (2 Cor. 10:4-5).

14. The Spiritual Warfare Network.
When the United Prayer Track was formed in
1991, the leadership of the AD 2000 and Beyond
Movement agreed that the first and potentially
largest sub-network associated with the United
Prayer Track would be the pre-existing Spiritual
Warfare Network (SWN) . Since then many
meetings of the SWN have been held on national,
regional and international levels, surfacing some
issues associated with strategic-level intercession on
which there seems to be quite broad consensus and
others on chich there remain varying shades of
opinion. In a statement of the philosophy of prayer
of the United Prayer Track, these issues should be

recognized.

15. The Lausanne Covenant

To begin, it should be pointed out that there is
virtually no disagreement among those in the AD
2000 Movement on the importance of spiritual
warfare as an essential part of the task of world
evangelization. The AD 2000 Movement has
officially reaffirmed the Lausanne Covenant. In it,
Article 12, Spiritual Conflict, states in part: "We
believe that we are engaged in constant spiritual
warfare with the principalities and powers of evil
who are seeking to overthrow the Church and to
frustrate its task of evangelization."

16. Three Levels of Spiritual Warfare
In the work of the Spiritual Warfare Network a

somewhat arbittary but nevertheless useful

distinction has surfaced between three levels of
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spiritual warfare: (1) ground-level spiritual warfare
dealing with demonic deliverance of individuals; (2)
occult-level spiritual warfare dealing with the
powers of darkness operative through such as New
Age, Satanism, Eastern Religions, witchcraft and the
like; and (3) strategic-level spiritual warfare in
which territorial principalities and powers are
confronted. Since all three operate together in the
unseen realms of darkness, it must be kept in mind
that they are interrelated and that spiritual warfare
on any one of the levels can affect the demonic
forces on all levels.

17. Our Sphere of Authority

One of the most prominent unresolved issues
among members of the Spiritual Warfare Network is
on which, if any, of the three levels we are given
biblical authority for intentional ministry. Some feel
that because the principal biblical examples we have
of spiritual warfare involve casting demons out of
individuals, we should not advocate engaging
spiritual forces which may be occupying buildings
or animals or human social networks or churches or
physical objects such as trees or mountains or idols.
For them it is not advisable to do strategic-level
warfare and name, rebuke or otherwise address
so-called territorial spirits. Others prefer to give a
literal interpretation to such sayings of Jesus as
"Behold, I give you the authority...over all the
power of the enemy” (Lk. 10: 19) and do
confrontive spiritual warfare on all levels.

18. Three Types of Encounter

It is recognized that several types of encounter
with the Enemy are described in the Bible: (1) the
"power encounter” illustrated by  Paul’s
confrontation with the sorcerer Bar-Jesus in Cyprus
(see Acts 13: 6-12) ; (2) the "truth encounter”
illustrated by Paul’s preaching justification by faith
in Antioch of Pisidia (see Acts 13:38-39); and (3)
another less recognized encounter which some call
the "allegiance encounter" illustrated by the
Lystrans attributing the powers of Zeus and Hermes
to Bamabas and Paul (see Acts 14:11-18). Many
believers who profess to be Christians have not



made the radical break with spirit forces that the
Bible demands, maintaining a degree of allegiance
with the Enemy.

19. Seeking a Balance

Among SWN members there are differing points
of view as to how to keep the three of these in
balance. All agree, however, that we must avoid
overstressing one to the detriment of the others.
Some have suggested, for example, that those who
stress the power encounter may not be remembering
that it is the truth which sets us free. Others suggest
that relying too heavily on the truth encounter may
shirk the responsibility of wrestling with
principalities and powers. Practically speaking,
some would interpret positive results in specific
attempts at evangelism as a result of all or any one
of the various approaches. Admonitions from all
sides help to avoid potential excesses all around.

20. Inherent Dangers

Members of the Spiritual Warfare Network
attempt to identify inherent dangers in strategic-level
spiritual warfare and suggest antidotes to them.
They realize that it is possible to become
preoccupied with the demonic and exalt the Enemy;
that some could naively adopt negative aspects of an
animistic world view; that technique and
methodology can substitute for the power of the
Holy Spirit; that Satan would like to seduce the
church and lead it astray. All realize that mistakes
can and will be made in engaging the Enemy on any
level, and we agree that they should be corrected
whenever they happen.

21. Precedents for Strategic-Level
Spiritual War fare

Some are concerned that as yet few precedents
for strategic-level spiritual warfare for evangelistic
purposes have been uncovered either in the history
of missions or in the history of dogma. While
recognizing this, others argue that it would not be
contrary to the nature of God to do a new thing and
provide relatively new spiritual approaches
particularly for the unprecedented challenges to

evangelism presented by the powers of darkness
dominating the 10/40 Window. All are agreed that
ongoing efforts need to be made to clarify biblical
and historical concems.

22. Spiritual Mapping

One of these relatively new spiritual approaches
is spiritual mapping. By creating a Division of
Spirituval Mapping, the United Prayer Track is
committed to an attempt to provide the best possible
spiritual intelligence information in order to help
target the prayers of God's people for the lost. Paul
seems to indicate that such a thing would be helpful
when he says, in the context of resolving personal
relationships, "Lest Satan should take advantage of
us; for we are not ignorant of his devices" (2 Cor. 2:
11) . Satan uses his evil devices in many ways.
Spiritual mapping attempts to expose the devices
Satan has used to prevent evangelization and allows
God’s people to aim their spiritual weapons against
them more accurately. The challenge before us is to
do our spiritual mapping in a responsible, balanced
way using agreed upon field methodologies with
full accountability to the Body of Christ.

23. Interdenominational Standards

When we arrive at behavioral issues we find that
our range of AD 2000 constituents including such
as liturgical, traditional evangelical, Pentecostal,
charismatic, postdenominational, Third Wave, and
others requires all of us to make adjustments which
will not be offensive to the rest. The United Prayer
Track has developed a statement attempting to set
forth agreed upon standards for interdenominational
prayer events. The following four items are taken
from that statement.

24. United Prayer

As our overall track philosophy, we are using a
statement developed by Every Home for Christ with
the permission of Dick Eastman:

Remember that the moment two or more of us
unite in prayer we become a symphony. As such:

— We blend together in unity respecting the fact

that we represent all of Christ’s body;
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— We realize that, like a symphony with its
different instruments, there are a wide variety
of traditions when it comes to prayer;

— We commit ourselves to accepting one another
as we are, while disciplining ourselves to use
wisdom and caution if we think anything we
might do would offend a brother or sister.

We want all those who participate to be
themselves. We musst not quench the Spirit. There
are no restrictions at all on prayer styles in prayer
groups of like tradition. Yet some of these styles
may not be apporpriate in groups of mixed tradition.

‘Here are some of the specific areas in which
wisddm, caution, spiritual discernment, and good
manners need to be used:

25, Body Language

Body language is an important part of prayer.
Raising hands, kneeling, and lying prostrate on the
floor are not usually issues. Some pray with eyes
closed and some with eyes open, some raise their
chins, others lower their chins. Clapping, dancing,
falling in the Spirit, unrestrained laughing, and
roaring are not as widely accepted, however, and
special caution should be used by those accustomed
to them. Blowing, hissing, and physically
"travailing"should be avoided. At the same time,
spiritual travail in prayer, at times with "groanings
which cannot be uttered” (Rom. 8:26), may be
expected.

26. Prophecy

We encourage hearing from God and using the
prophetic gifts. Prudence in communicating words
from God in an interdenominational meeting will
avoid such phrases as "thus saith the Lord" or using
the first person for God. Prophecies can ne prayed
back to God: "God, we hear you saying.." or
expressed to the group with statements like "I think
God may be saying to us..." and expecting others to
agree if it is a true word.

In all cases, care must be taken that prophetic
gifts are not publicly used apart from the covering,
permission and spiritual authority of the person
designated to preside over the particular session.
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Prudence dictates that, particularly when the
prophetic word has directional content (as opposed,
for instance, to devotional content) , explicit
permission be sought form the presider before the
word is given.

27. Tongues

It is no secret that the most sensitive issue is
tongues. The AD 2000 Movement seeks to balance
1 Cor. 14:39 "do not forbid to speak with tongues’
with the next verse "let all things be done decently
and in order" (1 Cor. 14: 40) . In our
interdenominational Prayer Track meetings we feel
that individuals may use tongues in a whisper or
even in a louder voice when all are praying aloud in
a concert and no one person’s voice stands out
above the others. But we feel it is not prudent to use
tongues when one is audibly leading the whole
group in prayer. We also need to agree that we will
not use messages from God in tongues with
interpretation.

28. Conclusion

A grassroots, networking structure like the
United Prayer Track has both strengths and
weaknesses. It stands or falls on personal
relationships rather than on bureaucratic controls.
Therefore good will is an essential personal
characteristic for all who participate. This is a day in
which we are seeing a visible spiritual unity of the
Body of Christ which is unprecedented both in
quantity and quality. We are bold enough to believe
that it is an answer to Jesus’ prayer "that they all
may be one that the world might believe" (John 17:
21). :

C. Peter Wagner is Professor
of Church Growth at Fuller
Theological Seminary. He is
also the Coordinator of "The
United Prayer Track” of the
AD 2000 and Beyond
Movement.
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Great Commission Center
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1995 Monthly Operation Budget

1. FIFE
PAYROLL $26,200
2. WA
ADMINISTRATION $3,100
3. ¥HIT
MINISTRIES
a. {(KEWHFETH)
Great Commission Quarterly $3,000
b. {KEEMER)
Newsletters $2,500
c. ZEMEEHKREE
Audio/Video Projects $1,000
I e el iy $8,500
Mission Trips, Church Nurturing '
e. FB_-TiEHES)
AD 2000 $1,000
f. RBEHL
Retreat Center $12,000
g. HWRFEL
New Projects $5,883
4, BFFE - EHK
LOAN PAYMENT $1,400
BRAEE
MONTHLY AMOUNTS $64,583

[ BB OB S R HE - 3% RS $200,000 ¢ 554 EE AR AD o ]
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Vision Pool
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Great Commission Center, Dallas Headquarters
Naming of Facilities

New Address: 769 Orchid Hill Lane, Argyle (Copper Canyon), TX 76226,
U.S.A.



