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SIBERIA 3

H aving completed his work on
this earth, Jesus Christ gave
a final command to his disciples and
to all Christians down through the
ages. This final command which is
generally referred to as the great
commission is recorded in Matthew
28:18-20. Jesus said, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Therefore
go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything | have com-
manded you. And surely | am
with you always, to the very
end of the age.”

This final command
served to define the very
purpose of the Christian Church and
to enlist the followers of Christ in the
battle with Satan for the souls of
men. The battle has been raging
for two thousand years and will con-
tinue until Christ returns. Much
progress has been made in estab-
lishing churches around the world
to act as bases of operation in
reaching people for Christ. Much
remains to be done.

In his infinite wisdom, the
Lord has seen fit to open some ar-
eas for the Gospel while allowing
others to remain closed for a time.
Such is the case with Russia which
enjoyed a Christian tradition for cen-

turies and yet was plunged into sev-
enty years of spiritual darkness by the
communist experiment.

The year 1991 saw the fall of
communism, the collapse of the
former Soviet Union and the open-
ing again of the door for the Gospel
in Russia.

Receiving Christ is the ultimate goal.

During September of 1991, a
team of pasto\rs, missionaries and
lay Christians from the former USSR
and other nations conducted an
evangelistic boat expedition
throughout the Tyumen Region of
western Siberia. One of the mem-
bers of this evangelistic team was
Dr. Thomas Wang who as Interna-
tional Director of Lausanne II, Chair-
man of AD2000 and president of
Great Commission Theological
Seminary, had been intensely in-
volved in the advance of the Gos-
pel throughout the world. Dr. Wang
reported that in his forty years as
an evangelist, he had never before

Great Commission Quarterly ® May 2000

Jom and Sallly Foote
seen the kind of response to the
presentation of the Gospel that oc-
curred during this expedition.

The team visited, spoke,
sang and witnessed in 20 cities,
towns and villages right in the heart-
land of Siberia. Very often, the
people attending the meetings had
heard about the meeting only
a few hours earlier on a local
radio broadcast. Team mem-
bers believed that most of the
people heard the Gospel for
the first time in their lives.
Young men and women
surged forward and reached
out with both hands to re-
ceive a copy of the Bible.
Many pleaded with God to
provide a church in their city.

The expedition trav-
eled by river boat which was the only
practical way to provide transporta-
tion and lodging. There are very few
hotels in northern Siberia since this
region of the world has historically
not been on the tourist circuit. Many
of the towns visited, even some that
were several hundred years old, had
no road or rail access to the rest of
Siberia. There was not a single op-
erating church in any of the 20 towns
and villages the team visited.

By the time the trip ended, the
leaders of the expedition were ex-
cited by the hunger for the Gospel
throughout the region. The problem
was where to find trained workers
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Art and crafts are popular with the kids in the cul-

tural center.

and how to provide facilities for
worship. The need for some kind of
Bible training capability for the
Tyumen Region was apparent. It
was hoped that Christians in
America and elsewhere in the West
would be willing to join hands with
their brothers and sisters in Christ
in the former USSR to train leaders
and plant churches while the door
remained open.
Shortly after returning to the
US from his Siberian expedition, Dr.
Wang came to our church
(Cornerstone Evangelical Presbyte-
rian Church) in Brighton, Michigan
as the keynote speaker for the Oc-
tober 1991 Missions Conference.
Dr. Wang reminded the audience
about the importance of the Great
Commission and told about the tre-
mendous receptivity to the Gospel
that he had just witnessed in Siberia.
He challenged anyone in the sanc-
tuary who was willing to consider the
possibility of full time Christian ser-
vice to come forward.
At the time of Dr. Wang's visit
- to our church, our children had com-

stop smoking.

pleted college, found jobs and were
no longer dependent on us
financially. Sally was serving as the
treasurer of our church and Jim was
serving as missions elder. Corner-
stone has a strong commitment to
world missions and we had been
active on the missions committee
since the church began in 1986. Jim
was also serving on the World Out-
reach Committee of our denomina-
tion - The Evangelical Presbyterian
Church. We had participated in short
term mission trips to Mexico, Hong
Kong and Ecuador in 1990 and 1991
and had begun to give some thought
to the possibility of full time Chris-
tian service.

We happened to be sitting in
different parts of the sanctuary when
Dr. Wang gave this challenge and
were therefore not able to confer
with each other. Neither one of us
knew where the other was or what
their response would be. Yet both
of us felt that the Lord had just spo-
ken to us through Dr. Wang and we
both felt compelled to respond. We
met at the front of the sanctuary.

An American visitor giving a seminar on how to

After talking and praying with
us, Dr. Wang discussed further the
unique opportunity that existed for
spreading the Gospel and planting
churches in Siberia. He invited us
to return with him to Siberia in De-
cember of 1991. We were shocked.
Neither one of us had ever had any
desire to visit Russia. Going to
Siberia, especially in December,
wasn't exactly what we had in mind,
but we agreed to think about it. Af-
ter much prayer and with encour-
agement from many fellow
Christians, we reached a point
where we were able to say “Lord, if
this is what you want us to do, we
are willing to go”. With concern
about uncertain conditions and yet
at the same time with a profound
sense of peace, we went to the
Tyumen Region of Western Siberia
with Dr. Wang and several others in
December of 1991.

This was the beginning of an
adventure that has been beyond our
wildest dreams. On this December
1991 trip and on a subsequent trip
with Dr. Wang to Siberia in June of

AEFEHY O -—OOO0O#F#A



cooking.

1992, we saw with our own eyes
how the Lord had opened this re-
gion to the Gospel in many miracu-
lous ways. We were able to estab-
lish relationships with people
throughout the region and had op-
portunities to share our faith in Christ
with people from all walks of life. We
were excited about being part of a
continuing effort to share the Gos-
pel in the Tyumen Region of West-
ern Siberia while these fields re-
mained ripe for the harvest.

In June of 1992, the General
Assembly of the Evangelical Pres-
byterian Church resolved that the
denomination should step through
the door that the Lord had opened
into the former USSR. The World
Outreach Committee was directed
to develop a program for getting
actively involved. In view of the
groundwork that had already been
done in the Tyumen Region, the
World Outreach Committee decided
to adopt the Tyumen region as a
mission field and appointed us as
full time missionaries. We began
conducting Bible studies and bring-

center.

ing short term teams of pastors,
Christian educators and lay people
to the Tyumen Region in the sum-
mer of 1993. These efforts bore fruit
quickly because of the contacts and
relationships that had already been
established by Dr. Wang, ourselves
and others. This work continues up
to the present time.

In 1996, we and fourteen
Russians that we had been working
with formed a non-commercial so-
cial organization called the Tyumen
Cultural Educational Center. The
stated purpose of the Cultural Cen-
ter was to provide social services to
the community, to invite foreigners
to visit the Region, to promote Chris-
tian spiritual and ethical values and
to teach the Bible to children and
adults. The Cultural Center was well
received by the Tyumen community
and has continued to grow. Ameri-
can visitors have presented semi-
nars on a variety of topics such as
small group Bible study, children's
ministry, Christian marriage, family
relationships, conflict resolution,
apologetics, recognizing cults,

Great Commission Quarterly ® May 2000

Children’s Christmas celebration at the cultural

substance abuse, stopping
smoking, healthy cooking and learn-
ing English. Ongoing weekly activi-
ties at the Cultural Center now in-
clude adult Bible studies, children’s
Bible club for three age groups, an
AA group, a Promise Keeper men’s
group, Mothers Against Drugs, a
Christian University student group,
a family communication seminar
and an English discussion group. A
children’s Bible camp is conducted
in July.

In 1999, a US non-profit cor-
poration called Footprints, Interna-
tional was organized for the purpose
of supporting the work of the Cul-
tural Center in Tyumen and helping
to organize such centers elsewhere
in Russia. We are now serving as
field representatives for Footprints,
International in the Tyumen region.
*

The authors are serving in Siberia,

Russia.
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1£ 1993 SEFHLA » #EB)—H R
By 10/40 &30 & B (141
Praying through the Window,
Prayer Walk ££58) ; IifE 1995 &
feHi & EE{E#l(Joshua Project)
SRS B EYE 10/40 28
A AOFE—ELLERY 1,739 {3
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GalHE -
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BEE{EARES 5 (Luis Bush) EFF3)
THHETFREEtER - FR
THIFE 8 L5 = Al - P E T S8Ry
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Z R E — ARy LAECHRA 35/
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HEErE  RERHREEN
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W~ EEIENAIRUS RV EER
A B RIE LS KAEZRRBREE -
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AR - TR RZRGR - 2R
F0F B Lo i PR AR BRI B I B
B RHEFFRIGLH(Queen of
Heaven) - FXR[GMEHAF
FER 4 (Mother of God)R{E#fivE
EE gt - RFEEM -

327 40/70 Z BRI
T - $EE2FE - AR
Z e} 35 22 Global Harvest Min-
istries World Prayer Center FJ#4
HEwww.wpccs.org/

observatory o

RE

40/70 2 BRI
Nations of the 40/70 Window

Europe BRI
Albania [i[fEE JERE
Andorra ZZ55HER
Austria BHEFI]
Belarus F{8iFEHT
Belgium EbLFI[ERF
Bosnia/Herzegovina J+fE85
i ZE BFHE R
Bulgaria £ JIFER
Croatia Sa#E¥EPRED
Czech Republic $# 573
Denmark and Faroe Islands F}2&
s i
Estonia {FH B /ERR
Finland %738
France 75
Germany &[]
Greece F5/8
Hungary &) Z-%l]
Iceland vk B
Ireland ZERH
Italy EAF
Latvia $if fiR#fE 00
Liechtenstein FISZ 2 Hr &
Lithuania 37 f&%6
Luxembourg & fREE

AEHEF ©® —OOO0%£#A



Macedonia, Former Yugoslav Re-
public of FEHIig
Moldova JEEEF 25 .
Monaco JEEHNEF
Netherlands faj [
Norway HFEL

Poland JZ R4

Portugal &% %
Romania &% B fE 52
Russia fREEHT

San Marino B2 FE FI[35
Slovakia #r7&{k 7o
Slovenia #ri&{k/EER
Spain PHEEH

Sweden Hi Hi
Switzerland g+
Turkey + HE
Ukraine &g
United Kingdom &[]
Vatican City $E B 4L
Yugoslavia, Federal Republic of
[ UETES

Caucasus Region 5zt =
Armenia gaZEJERR
Azerbaijan BEZEFEIA
Georgia &{AEE
Russian Caucasus States(i.e.
Chechnya, Dagestan) &2 (f1 :
Eifn - Dagestan)

North and Central Asia
it ~ FEIM

China(Xinjiang Province and In-
ner Mongolia) G EFA S
)
Japan(Hokkaido Island) HAN(Jk
1E)
Kazakhstan FSEE ST
Kyrgyzstan 258 &5 87
Mongolia 327
North Korea JL§&
Russia {REEHT
Tajikistan 55557
Turkmenistan + &S
Uzbekistan 552575

Notes

1.

Russia’s landmass, cultural
association to the East and
West and its ethnic diveristy
qualify it to be listed in both
European and Asian
categories. K ST HEIEER
AR - HERERE - FRE
W~ AL RIb AR
Z [B) R 51 A BR Y e BRI &
15 o

While the Russian Caucasus
states are not independent
states they warrant a tnique
level of monitoring and
prayer support.BERRRNER
i & BN FRIIERR » B
8 A AR ES R
Hi - FFRERMMES -
F i

UET-F O L SR &3

10/40 2 B8 + 35/45 B8R 40/70 2 B8
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SRGHF - AT 2000 4 FEA
O~ =% mhdr -~ Bis - 1% - BRESE |

BB A T EAES - E YRR > #ELER
SRR RRIRE - THEBXLE
BEL-

HEHEEEE H A H(David Barrett) 2%
ZR{%(Todd Johnson)ffi IR T T AH#THYL

HEHHETER - HRIEARGEERET
FERERA - HESUEEHAEES
HE R R FRERIEE 'R EA -

RS EAHRE - ERIMMESTHEEER
ETERSEEE S REEDSERER
KRy e B - BIRERINHT -
e e {5 -

# 7 A O 1990 2000 2025
e B 5,266,442,000 | 6,055,049,000 | 7,823,703,000
T 2,279,710,000 | 2,881,187,000 | 4,618,864,000
%5 19 2,986,732,000 | 3,173,862,000 | 3,204,839,000
A (15 BmL) 3,563,848,000 | 4,255,313,000 | 5,987,863,000
o ] 2,423,417,000 | 2,663,825,000 | 4,910,048,000
X8 1,140,431,000 991,488,000 | 1,077,815,000
i oh
PET
(AO+ERLE) 3,450 4,100 6,500
ABYgiH
(ANDSELLE) 330 410 650
JWHBR (millions) 1,273 2,000 3,050
BERERBR (millions) 520 1,300 2,100
16 Ak ®H © —OOO0O#ZEA




THE AO 1990 2000 2025
iig(%ﬁgﬁﬂ | 1,747,462,000 | 1,999,566,000 | 2,616,670,000
@R 962,356,000 | 1,188,240,000 | 1,784,876,000
R 707,118,000 | 768,159,000 875,121,000
ENEE 685,999,000 | 811,337,000 | 1,049,231,000
7o 323,107,000 | 359,982,000 418,345,000
TR 145,719,000 150,090,000 159,544,000
= 92,396,000 102,356,000 114,720,000
IR 200,035,000 | 228,367,000 277,247,000
o Ek 19,332,000 23,258,000 31,378,000
PN 14,189,000 14,434,000 16,053,000
JEEEH 3,518,980,000 | 4,055,483,000 | 5,207,033,000

AEWNR
ERg 68,196,000 79,650,000 | 113,746,000
BSEEHE 21,833,000 26,054,000 45,555,000
EOEREE 296,297,000 397,054,000 572,010,000
RIEH 203,766,000 215,129,000 252,716,000
By 296,339,000 342,035,000 468,594,000
KXEH 929,455,000 | 1,056,920,000 | 1,361,965,000
B WW EREN
FEM 255,621,000 335,116,000 600,526,000
) 243,534,000 307,290,000 459,029,000
&M 528,848,000 536,832,000 532,861,000
chESZEM 404,400,000 475,659,000 635,271,000
625 194,457,000 212,167,000 235,112,000
FSEM 18,711,000 21,375,000 28,152,000

BEEBXMAN
RIS 1S 21,000 24,000 40,000
=0 4,000 4,800 8,500
KBS 90 120 5,000
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EEBEHIA 1990 2000 2025
FHLTA 3,923,000 5,104,000 6,500,000
BT 285,000 420,000 550,000
¥ MR E HIRR
HEE(BEEEH
T ~ JIEH) 33.2% - 33.0% 33.4%
yEER 1,645,573,000 | 1,888,441,000 | 2,490,958,000
YyEdbIEDER 1,213,570,000 | 1,359,420,000 | 1,760,568,000
BEREEGE 425,486,000 523,767,000 811,552,000
KIERESHE(FLE
mE) 560,666,000 647,810,000 887,579,000
SEATHEE 260,000 165,000 210,000

EEHNFHIR
BEME 22,400 25,000 70,000
HAFI 25,000 35,000 100,000
SEmhay=E 11,000 16,000 80,000

T & X HEP
P A EIHT 51,000,000 70,000,000 180,000,000
A YERHE 77,000,000 110,000,000 250,000,000
R e=(millions) 1,300 2,050 4,000
HWEE /TR KB
EE / Bigls 2,200 4,000 10,000
SHE /B3 1,450,000,000 | 2,150,000,000 | 3,800,000,000

X iHiEEES
FRETZR 1,553,600,000 | 1,556,100,000 | 1,687,500,000.
KEZE % 29.5 25.7 21.6
F1& 30 FLREHIES 910 1,400 3,000
IRS5TEl

AREeH ® -—OOO#ZA




UWorld THcsocon Vews

Way 2000

The Muslim nation on the Persian Gulf,
Qatar, has relaxed its control on religious
practices gradually. Once restricted to strict
Wahhabi interpretation of Islam, the gov-
ernment has quietly allowed Christian
groups meet in homes in recent years.
Now it is reported that it has approved in
prin-ciple the establishment of a Catholic
church which may have 60,000 believers.

<Compass Direct/Christianity Today, 3/6/00>

Unknown to most, evangelicals have been
under pressure in France since French
government named evangelical churches
to a list of “dangerous cults.” Meanwhile,
Israeli Knesset is considering laws that
will jail Christians for five years if they
in-vite non-Christians to a church service
or prayer meeting.

<Compass Direct/Christianity Today, 3/6/00>

For centuries there was only one Bible
translation, the Latin Bible. In the
1800s, the rise of missionary movement
and Bible societies greatly speeded up the
translation work. At the end of the century
there were scriptures in 522 languages.
The next century saw a 4-fold increase of
this work and 1,500 projects are in progress
today. But there are still 3,000 Bibleless
people groups totaling more than 380 mil-
lion people. The Wycliffe Translators now
put forth VISION 2025, to see translation
work in progress for every language group
that needs it by 2025.

<In Other Words/Wycliff, Spring 2000>

A survey last year showed that there are
at least 30 villages totaling 20,000
Mamprusi people with no Christian witness
at all in an area of northern Ghana
which, in the rainy season, is only acces-
sible by boat. Since 1996 a SIM mission-
ary couple based in the Yagaba village
have started Christian groups in 5 villages.
Last April they brought the gospel to an-
other 6 villages on a tiring 10-day frip cov-
ering 1,000 km. In each village there were
between 6 and 12 people interested in
forming a church.  <SIMNOW, Issue 90, 2000>

August 20-22, 1999 marked an historic
eventin Bolivia. Ata convention of the
Evangelical Christian Union (UCE), Boliv-
ian churches for the first time were com-
mitted to send out one family as cross-cul-
tural missionaries to Asia. The climax came
when 13 churches each pledged to sup-
port the family for one month every year.
The 13th month includes a customary
Christmas bonus. ~ <sIMNOW, Issue 90, 2000>

For the last 5 years, Pakistani Chris-
tians have “Marched for Jesus” in many
cities. Last Christmas they rode an eight-
carriage "Peace Train” for 5 days proclaim-
ing the gospel from Peshawar near Afghan
border to Karachi on the Arabian Sea. At
many towns, the train would stop for a few
minutes. They gave out special folders pre-
pared by the Bible Society, and sold low
cost (US$.30) “Jesus” video. A team of
puppeteers also presented Bible stories.
This was a life-changing experience for
many Christians sensing unity and God's
power at work among them.

<World Pulse, 2/4/2000>

A new Bible institute was officially regis-
tered in Bulgaria. It had its first classes
last September with six evangelical de-
nominations allowed to operate its own
school under the institute umbrella and to
award bachelors’ degree recognized by the
government for the first time.

<World Pulse, 2/18/2000>

A missionary family arriving at Macenta
Province, Guinea in 1992 found that there
were 25 churches which had not grown in
25 years, though many had come to Christ
through evangelistic efforts. Faced with the
data, the pastors were amazed and leamnt
the importance of discipling new believers.
They adopted the DAWN strategy "to plant
a church in every village of the province
and every neighborhood in Macenta City
by year 2000." In five years, there were 150
churches and Christian population in-
creased from 0.5% to 4.3%.

<DAWN Report, February 2000>
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Recently, in their new constitution, the gov-
ernment of Bhutan expressed very
strong objections toward Christian
activities. Evangelism will be greatly ham-
pered if the policy is enforced strictly.
<Send¥Gospel For Asia, March/April 2000>

New Millennium Statistics:
6.1 billion population; 2 billion professing
to be Christian; 1.9 billion church members;
1.3 billion attending church services; 165,
000 Christians projected to be martyred in
2000; 680 million ‘Great Commission
Christians'; 24,000 missions organizations
and 5.1 million in full-time ministry; 4,000
Christian radio and TV stations reaching
2.15 biltion; 2 billion living in poor urban
areas, 1.3 billion of them in slums.

<David Barmett/IRN News Digest, 3/18/2000>

The church in Katy has no address. It is in
various places in western Houston with bill-
boards saying that the city church spans
from Assemblies of God to Southern
Baptists. Christian leaders are laying aside
their differences and cooperating to win
their cities for God. Instead of unity in the
past often based on events/projects, this
is based on building lasting relationships,
maximizing resources and avoiding
duplication. It is seen as one large church
with many fellowships. Similar projects are
in 20 cities in USA.  <Fridayfax, 3/30/2000>

It is time to focus prayer on the “non-re-
born Christians,” says church growth pro-
fessor C Peter Wagner. Only 30% of 1.9
billion church members are Christians in
the biblical sense, most of them in the “40/
70 window’. There are 61 nations in
this window, including 50 in Europe and
others in Caucasus, northern and central
Asia and the Turkish area of non-Arab
Islam. Many have never heard the gospel
despite centuries-old active Christianity in
the region. Evangelism is going on all over
the “10/40 window, " and in Africa south of
the Sahara but strangely quiet in the "40/
70 window.”

<Global Prayer News/ Friday Fax, 3/16/ 2000>
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Cbinese Mission m Panama

Panama is located between
the South American continent and
Central America and is famous for
its Panama Canal connecting the
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. Its area
is 77,000 km? and its population
around 2.8 million. The first Chinese
in Panama were laborers working on
the construction of the Panama Ca-
nal and railways between 1903 and
1914. The Chinese now are em-
ployed in many kinds of business.
There are a large number of Chi-
nese-owned factories, shops, import
companies, restaurants, bars,
hotels, cinemas, electrical suppliers,
laundries and travel agents. The
younger Panamanian-born Chinese
who are educated have
tended to join the pro-
fessional fields such as
engineering, medicine,
law, business adminis-
tration and commerce.
Fluent in Spanish, the
Panamanian-born Chi-
nese can integrate well
into the local society.

Panama is a
secular state with religious freedom,
but over 70% of the population are
Catholics. In 1935 there were only
38 Protestant congregations and in
1990 over 1600. The Pentecostal
Church is the largest denomination.
Although there are now over 200
missionaries and pastors and 30
missionary organizations in
Panama, pioneer evangelistic work
is still needed in the countryside.

26

The Chinese population is estimated
to be over 100,000, of which 70,000
live in Panama City. Over 90% of
the Chinese people are from
Guangdong and can speak
Cantonese, Hakka, Yun Ping,
Toishanese, etc. The percentage of
the Chinese population being Chris-
tian is very low, comparatively
speaking, less than one percent.
There is still a huge harvest to be
gathered among this people group.
There is still an urgent need for lead-
ership training and development and
the nurturing of new believers.
About thirty years ago, the
church in Panama began with a few
Chinese Christians who met every

Opening ceremony of the Chinese Christian and Missionary

Alliance Bible school for Central and South America

week. As they prayed together and
waited on the Lord, God slowly
added to them more and more
people. They have moved a few
times since then and now the church
is located in central Panama City.
The Chinese Christian Mission was
the first Chinese missionary organi-
zation to work with the Chinese
church in Panama. 2000/2000 was
set up in 1996 as a catalyst by mis-

Ed (heny

sionaries in partnership with the lo-
cal church to assist the Chinese
church in Panama to evangelize
2000 people by the year 2000. The
Chinese church today in Panama is
trying to get past the infantile stage
of growth by participating in this
outreach.

Their goal includes starting
13 Chinese churches or gospel
stations, a Chinese Bible training
school, a Chinese community
service, a church building project,
and a Chinese Christian school.
There are now four Chinese
churches in Panama with the aver-
age Sunday worship service atten-
dance ranging from 50 to 80 people.
At least four gospel sta-
tions have started in the
last two years. A Chi-
nese Christian and Mis-
sionary Alliance Bible
school for Central and
South America started
this year to help train
Chinese Christian local
leaders. This first year's
enrollment has 12 stu-
dents of which half are from
Panama. Last year the Chinese
Christian and Missionary Alliance
also planted a Chinese church in
Panama City. Although this'is only
the beginning, God is moving in un-
precedented ways among the Chi-
nese people group in Panama. #

The author is a missionary in Panama.
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