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China: 17 top unregistered church leaders have taken a bold
step to petition the Chinese Parliament urging them to protect
religious freedom in the country. They are not asking for new
freedom or rights, but what are promised in the constitution.
It is a risky move, as anyone standing up publicly to the
authorities can be subjected to persecution, arrest and their
churches closed down. Yet the outcome of this action will not
affect the Chinese Church. Christians will continue to serve
and the Church will grow.

<Voice of the Martyrs, www.persecution.com, 5/16/11>

Malawi: Working with children has been seen culturally as
a punishment. Typically, leaders get sent to that task after
doing something wrong. Missionaries have seen rewarding
change of this attitude as their children ministry has brought
both children and parents to Christ. In recent years, this helps
several churches being planted plus 20 preaching points that
will evolve into churches. A training center has been setup to
strengthen the effort.

<Grace Ministries International, www.gracemi.org, 5/9/11>

Mideast: An underground church in Saudi Arabia nurtured
by the gospel broadcast sent US$2,000 to the agency after
hearing about the matching fund project, several weeks in
prayer and sacrificial giving. The check came in after the
deadline. But a board member of the agency “double-matched”
it by adding $4,000 more. During the tumult the broadcast
still receives audience responses.

<SAT-7 Newsletter, www.sat7.org, May 2011>

Tibet: 95% of the 7 million Tibetans in the world remain
unreached. An unique media aspect and familial approach of
the Trel’wa (meaning “relate” in Tibetan) project is gaining
entry into those in exile (more than 140,000 of them) in
South Asia. Using print, web, audio and visual media, the
project addresses a frequent concern of the people — “what to
do with our young people” -- with biblical answers. Parents
have hailed the program as “useful” and “deep.” As entire
communities discuss the principles taught, those seeking to
know more are connected with local workers guiding them to
the gospel. Local camp leaders, who denied more than 80%
of past development efforts, have engaged in person.

<Pioneers, www.pioneers.org, 5/12/11>

Iran: Persecution of Christians has become intensified and
more public. At least 202 were arrested between June, 2010
and January, 2011, compared to a total of 80 in 2008 and
2009 combined. Arrests are announced to the public, and
mullahs talk about them in their Friday sermons. The officials
are concerned as more and more Muslims are becoming
Christians estimated in the hundreds of thousands. House

FNT=H —F—FN\AB

\

-
- “‘(‘

churches are booming; large numbers of New Testaments
are distributed and satellite TV beams in Christian messages
constantly. People no longer trust the officials or the clerics
as they see nothing but broken promises, war, international
isolation and hatred. Tolerance is growing, and if anything,
more persecution makes Christianity more attractive.

<Christianity Today, christianitytoday.com, June 11>

Specialists in Mission: 10 years ago, an agency created a
team of specialists and professionals to support missionaries,
local churches, and mission groups. They assist in health,
business, water/sanitation, agriculture, etc. These efforts
create outreach opportunities. As many as 40% of members
in some churches in Paraquay could be directly related to the
outreach of health/medical ministry. Even short-termers are
useful and all kinds of skills are needed.

<The Mission Society, www.themissionsociety.org, 5/24/11>

Burkina Faso: In Africa, most people may not have internet
access; cell phones are quite prevalent. 400 millions have
them. The language of Kaanba tribe in the nation is musical,
very complex and hard to learn. An agency has putt Christian
music in Kaansa language on cell phone memory cards,
allowing them to listen to encouraging music in their own
language wherever they go.

<Wycliffe Associates, www.wycliffe.org, 5/31/11>

Mission Connexion: 10 years ago, a pastor had a vision and
started a conference for pastors, mission agencies, church
leaders and mission-minded lay persons. This yearly event
has since hosted over 100,000 attendees and 200 agencies.
Hundreds of people have been sent out for short and long-
term around the world. The 2-day event includes 125
workshops and dozens of ministries. The next conference will
be held on January 20-21 in Portland, Oregon.

<Luis Palau Association, www.palau.org, 4/25/11>

Pakistan: The flood distressed 18 million people and
displaced 12 million. In an area, some 100 families lived in a
severely damaged church school in a semi-permanent military
camp. An agency helped them back to their own home so
150 flood victim children now attend the school. When the
army wanted to take back the camp, the agency answered call
from the church to help. A team was sent to rebuild a 1,500-
foot long wall around the church and school, and fix 3 of the
damaged classrooms. The army was so impressed by the 70
workers working day and night to finish a few months’ job in
a few days, they allow them to stay. The group’s witness and
outreach led many to Christ.

<Operation Mobilization, www.omusa.org, 5/24/11>
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This informative course highlighted mission work as the will of God for
all Christians to participate in order to fulfill God’s plan of bringing salvation to
mankind. It gave a thorough account of the Biblical basis for missions from the
perspectives of both the Old and the New Testaments. The presentation gave an
interesting account of how the gospel was propagated since the early days; global
missionary activities, western missionary works in China, and the role which the
Chinese church plays in today’s world.

It provided useful knowledge for people who consider entering the mission
field themselves or giving support to those who went. It explained how mission
activities impact the world and local culture. The lectures gave insight on what many
missionaries have gone through or can expect to go through. More importantly, it
helped people to understand that as a Christian responds to God’s love, he or she should
feel the same burden to participate in global missions (Mat 28:19) directly or indirectly.

“who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the
truth.” (I Timothy 2:4)
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