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T here is a time for everything, and a season 
for every activity under heaven:  a time to be 

born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time 
to uproot, a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to 
tear down and a time to build, a time to weep and a 
time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 
a time to embrace and a time to refrain, a time to 
search and a time to give up, a time to keep and 
a time to throw away, a time to tear and a time to 
mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, a time 
to love and a time to hate, a time to war and a time 
for peace.”  (Ecclesiastes 3: 1-7)

Surely, there is a time for everything.  I am 
proudly to announce that this publication (Great 
Commission News) will cease to publish after this 
issue. Our publisher, the Great Commission Center 
International has decided to wind down at the end 
of June 30, this year. Please see the Announcement 
from the Board on page 2 of this issue. Therefore, 
this will be the last issue of the Great Commission 
News (GCN).   

We first published the World Mission News 
(WMN) in 1997 as a leaflet for promoting prayer 
and awareness of global mission among churches 

and individual Christians. Then, in response to 
suggestions from our readers that they would like 
to have more details of the news items that we 
published and if possible, one or more short articles 
for inspirational purpose, we decided to upgrade 
the WMN to GCN in 2001. I would like to express 
my sincere appreciation to our editor, Dr. Samuel 
C.Y. Ling for his 20 years of faithful service to this 
publication.

Dr. Ling was a Professor of Physics. He took 
early retirement for full-time service when he was 
55 years old. First, he joined CCCOWE Hong 
Kong as English editor, later he participated in the 
editing of Chinese version of NIV Study Bible with 
Renewal Ministries in New Jersey. Then, he joined 
GCCI in fall of 1996 and started the WMN in 1997 
and continued as the editor of GCN from the first 
issue to this last one.

It is our prayer that God will continue to re-
mind His children to pray for the unreached peoples 
that are scattered all around the world and ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send His servants into the 
harvest field. Amen! 

(The author is the President of GCCI)

A Time for Everything
Sharon Chan

“
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W hen the Great Commission Center International (GCCI) was established in the United States in 1993, un-
derstanding and involvement in global mission among Chinese churches were very limited. Dr. Thomas 

Wang, our Founder, hoped that utilizing the networks that he established while serving with the Lausanne Move-
ment and the AD 2000 and Beyond Movement, he would encourage the Chinese Church to make available their 
God-given rich resources, in partnership with international churches, to the thousands of unreached people groups 
for the advancement of world evangelization.

In the past 20 some years, through GCCI’s efforts in cultivating new mission fields, (passing on established 
mission works to other bona fide mission agencies); promoting missions to the Muslims, Jews, intellectuals and 
grass-root peoples; publishing mission-inspiring periodicals; and developing contextualized mission Sunday 
school curriculum; “Global mission” is no longer an unfamiliar notion for most Chinese churches. Number of 
Chinese mission organizations has reached three digits.  And it is estimated that there are over 3,000 Chinese mis-
sionaries in all 5 continents.

In early spring of 2017, GCCI International Board (February 23), Canada Board (March 6 and 24) and Hong 
Kong Board (March 24, 29) have had their respective meetings to evaluate GCCI’s contribution to the Chinese 
Church. All members agreed that the staff of GCCI have done their best to serve the Chinese Church and glorify 
God.  The vision for Roma Missions that GCCI has initiated since 2013 has inspired the Chinese Church for 
cross-cultural missions.  Several churches and organizations in the United States, Canada, Hong Kong and even 
Eastern Europe are getting more involved. They are willing to continue their partnership with the Roma leaders in 
transforming their people and their communities with God’s gospel of love.  All these are God’s wonderful works 
and beyond our expectation. 

Since GCCI has completed God’s calling in serving the Chinese Church of this generation, after much soul-
searching and discussion, all board members have agreed that GCCI should consider terminating its ministries 
and passing the baton to a new generation. Therefore, a motion was passed unanimously that GCCI will conclude 
her ministries on June 30, 2017. However, the already announced short-term mission trips this year will be con-
tinued as originally planned. And GCC-Canada will carry on their Roma ministry until the end of this year before 
passing it on to other mission organization. After ministry winding down in June 2017, it will take 3 to 6 more 
months to settle all other organizational matters, until our registrations with respective governments are dissolved.

GCCI International board decided to hold A Thanksgiving Service in the USA: 
Date: 	 June 24 (Saturday), 2017
Time: 	 5:00 – 6:30pm (Thanksgiving Service), 7:00 – 8:00pm (Dinner)
Place: 	 Korean Emmanuel Presbyterian Church
		  4435 Fortran Drive, San Jose, CA 95134, USA.
We firmly believe that the tide for cross-cultural missions among the Chinese churches will get stron-

ger and stronger.  God will raise up more Chinese professionals and mission agencies for global missions.  
This is our fervent prayer!

Peter Chung, Chairman of GCCI International Board 
Peter Ho, Chairman of GCCI Limited Board (HK) 
Kok-Swang Tan, Chairman of GCC-Canada Board
Members of all three Boards 
Thomas Wang, GCCI Founder and President Emeritus
Sharon Chan, GCCI President

March 31, 2017

An Open Letter to Churches/Organizations/Seminaries 
and Friends of GCCI

The Great Commission Center International will terminate 
its ministries as of June 30, 2017
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F orty years ago, a Taiwanese woman like me 
would not be leading an international mis-

sion organization. However, today, I mirror the 
globalization of missions. Forty years ago in the 
1970s, non-Western missionaries totaled less than 
1,000.1 Today, missionaries from non-Western 
countries outnumber missionaries from Western 
countries.

For decades after the Edinburgh 1910 confer-
ence, a dualistic mission worldview perpetuated 
the Western church self-identifying as the sending 
church and the non-Western church self-identifying 
as the receiving church.2 All this has changed. Mis-
sion is no longer a ‘one-way street’ from the West 
to the rest of the world.3

Mission shift
Mission is now a ‘traffic jam’, with work-

ers coming from every country, going to every 
country, and converging in every country. The 
Christian church is increasingly a global church. 
Whereas only about 30% of Christians came from 
the non-Western world in 1960,4 about 80% of the 
global Protestant and Catholic population will be in 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America by 2050.5

The Christian church is a global phenomenon, 
and mission is a worldwide endeavor.

Global mission leaders will also be leading in 
an increasingly volatile world of dramatic shifts:

Economically, the majority world is already 
contributing 70% of global investment growth.6

Political power will shift from the Western-led 
G-7 countries to diverse players, including non-
state actors empowered by the rise of technology.7

By 2050, most of the population will be living 
in non-Western countries, with only 12.6% of the 
world’s population in the West.8

By 2050, 71% of the world’s population will be 
living in cities, but only two of the ten largest cities 
will be in more developed regions.9 There will be 
nearly 2 billion slum dwellers, fueling potential 
outbreaks of pandemics.10

By 2050, another 170 million migrants will pour 
out of predominantly majority world countries.11

Missions today and tomorrow will be con-
centrated in the majority world where much of the 
world’s resources, jobs, and population are increas-
ing, but also where confounding socioeconomic 
issues are intensifying. The mission workforce that 
will complete world evangelization in this genera-

How mission leaders can be-
come world-class global leaders

Mary Ho

Global Leadership 
for Global Mission
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tion is going to be a mosaic of global leaders, with 
diverse—even clashing—backgrounds, skills, and 
experience. In this increasingly complex world, 
every mission leader is going to have to be a global 
leader who masters key global leadership compe-
tencies.

Who is a global leader?
In their outstanding book Being Global, Angel 

Cabrera and Gregory Unruh paint the profile of true 
global leaders:12

Global leaders craft solutions by bringing to-
gether people and resources across national, cultur-
al, even organizational boundaries. Global leaders 
are visionaries inspired by a worldwide challenge 
that remains unsolved, an ignored social injustice or 
a business opportunity that has gone unexploited.

Therefore, global leaders lead across great 
divides. They have the remarkable capacity to pool 
people and resources to make the impossible pos-
sible:13

They can identify and call on different individ-
uals who together possess all the pieces necessary 
to make the vision a reality. . . . Global leaders un-
derstand the cultural, social, or political differences 
that keep contributors apart and find ways to build, 
cultivate, and connect them despite, and sometimes 
because of, those differences.

Global leaders therefore have developed the 
key competencies to connect, create, and contribute 
value across boundaries.14

Many have written about global leadership, and 
most of them have taken one of three approaches: 
the universal approach that focuses on leader as 
leader, the contingency approach on leader as local 
manager, and the normative approach on leader 
as global manager.15 None of the approaches are 
definitive, but as a global leader, I have found each 
to be invaluable.

Universal leadership
The universal approach considers leadership to 

be a generalized, universal behavior, regardless of 
culture.16 Many of the Western leadership theories, 
especially value-based charismatic leadership (also 
known as transformational leadership), have taken 
this approach.17 18

Therefore, although I adapt my demeanor as an 
Asian woman leader to the different cultures that I 
encounter, I enter most cultures confidently because 
I have fostered the charismatic leadership abilities 
of casting vision, inspiring others, leading a high-
performance team, and exemplifying concern and 
integrity.19

Similarly, I conduct a regular self-check of the 
22 leadership attributes identified by the GLOBE 
project—which surveyed more than 17,000 lead-
ers in 62 national societies—as being universally 
desired in most cultures:20

•	 Trustworthy
•	 Just
•	 Honest
•	 Encouraging
•	 Motive arouser
•	 Dependable
•	 Effective bargainer
•	 Informed
•	 Team builder
•	 Plans ahead
•	 Dynamic
•	 Motivational
•	 Decisive
•	 Communicative
•	 Coordinative
•	 Has foresight
•	 Positive
•	 Confidence builder
•	 Intelligent
•	 Win-win problem solver
•	 Administratively skilled
•	 Excellence oriented
Similarly, especially in trying seasons, I self-	

evaluate how the eight universally undesirable lead-
ership attributes may be undermining my ability to 
lead effectively across cultures:21

•	 Loner
•	 Irritable
•	 Ruthless
•	 Dictatorial
•	 Asocial
•	 Nonexplicit
•	 Noncooperative
•	 Egocentric
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Knowing and developing these universal 
leadership attributes and eliminating undesirable 
attributes are vital for mission leaders as we lead 
across multiple national boundaries.

Contingent leadership
A second approach is the contingency ap-

proach which assumes that there are no leadership 
universals and asserts that leadership is a cultur-
ally embedded and contingent process. Key works 
include Geert Hofstede’s research and the GLOBE 
project on the varying dimensions of national cul-
tures and local leadership styles.22

As mission leaders, we must learn from the 
contingency approach because research has shown 
that, firstly, ‘leaders behave in a manner consistent 
with the desired leadership found in that culture’ 
and secondly, ‘leaders who behave according to 
expectations are effective’.23

Before I visit a country I would, as a simple 
first step, thumb through Richard Lewis’ When Cul-
ture Collides: Leading across Cultures which pro-
files many national cultures.24 I assess the predomi-
nant style of leadership, communication, social 
interaction, and decision-making in that country.

Then, I look up Hofstede’s cultural index to 
gauge if it is a hierarchical culture, a collectivistic 
culture, or a time-oriented culture. Is it a masculine 
or feminine culture? Is it shame and honor-based, 
or is it guilt-based? I look up GLOBE articles to 
ascertain if the country prefers a participative or hu-
mane or autonomous style of leadership.

Of the various global leadership approaches, 
this contingency approach takes into account local 
leadership expectations and comes closest to seeing 
leadership as a cultural construct.

Normative leadership
The normative approach is the most practi-

cal for mission leaders and focuses on cultivating 
global leadership competencies, such as acquiring 
a global mindset or cultural intelligence.25 Lead-
ers who possess global leadership skills are able to 
activate strategies, business plans, operational pro-
cesses, and leadership styles that transcend multiple 
national boundaries and teams with diverse back-
grounds and motivations.26

Among the most practical global competen-
cies are the ten leadership behaviors that Ernest 
Gundling, Terry Hogan, and Karen Cvitkovich have 
identified. These fall into five successive stages—
Seeing differences, Closing the gap, Opening the 
system, Preserving balance, and Establishing solu-
tions (SCOPE).27

Seeing Differences in two ways:28

•	 Cultural Self-Awareness is to realize that 
one’s leadership practices are preconditioned, 
and that there are alternative ways of seeing 
things and accomplishing the goal.

•	 Invite the Unexpected is the global leader’s 
learning posture through asking good ques-
tions, immersing oneself in the culture, and 
acquiring knowledge about history, politics, 
values, language, cultural insights, and points 
of local pride.29

Closing the Cultural Gap in two ways:30

•	 Results through Relationships is when glob-
al leaders understand that in most cultures 
getting things done comes through develop-
ing key relationships and social networks, not 
through formal channels.

•	 Frame-Shifting involves leaders modify-
ing their perspectives and behavior to fit the 
culture, including their communication style, 
leadership style, and leadership strategy.

Opening the System is vital after the cultural gap is 
closed:31

•	 Expand Ownership is extending leadership 
to people normally excluded by social and 
organizational barriers, and crafting processes 
that are systematically inclusive so that more 
people can access information and engage in 
shared goals.

•	 Develop Future Leaders is when global mis-
sion leaders proactively identify and develop 
high-potential leaders who can help a global 
organization grow in key ways.

Preserving Balance between local values and one’s 
own values:32

•	 Adapt and Add Value is to balance adapting 
to local practices with asserting a different 
perspective without imposing one’s views.

•	 Core Values and Flexibility is when global 
mission leaders authentically incorporate 
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other values into their own belief systems, 
behavior, and leadership style, without com-
promising their core values.

Establishing Solutions by drawing contributions 
across multiple boundaries:33

•	 Influence across Boundaries requires mis-
sion leaders to serve as ambassadors with 
political acumen and subject matter expertise 
across several functions, and to effectively 
facilitate cross-boundary collaboration.

•	 Third-Way Solutions draw on all of the be-
haviors to create global solutions.

Conclusion
Global mission leaders must know when to 

exercise which cross-boundary skill at different 
times.34 Having times of cultural self-reflection is 
helpful for gauging each situation. I make cultural 
self-awareness my starting point to examine my 
own prepackaged ideas and practices, and then 
decide what to set aside for the situation.

Wherever I go, I try to bridge boundaries by 
putting relationship first—not tasks—and forging 
genuine connection and trust. I inquire by asking all 
kinds of questions and expecting to be surprised.

In leading global organizations, we as leaders 

must facilitate the creative tension between central-
ization and decentralization, sometimes standard-
izing a single policy or process uniformly world-
wide, and other times selecting with local leaders to 
screen and apply outside information that is locally 
relevant.35 Sometimes, we adapt pre-packaged in-
formation to local conditions; other times, we adopt 
by applying an idea from a field location to other 
locations.

In the process, I have been astounded by the 
innovations produced by combining ideas from cen-
tralized and local sources or by integrating diverse 
contributions to create a new norm.

We mission leaders are called to be world-class 
global leaders. We must cultivate global leadership 
competencies in the greatest global endeavor—to 
complete the remaining task of world evangeliza-
tion in this generation.
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The Rise of Islam
Founder Mohammed (570 – 632) was born 
in Mecca of Arabia.  He declared in 610 
A.D. that he was visited by the Archangel 
Gabriel and was ordained to be prophet of 
Arabia. He claimed that he created Koran 
according to Gabriel’s revelations

4114 2458 2357 2166 1000 900 800 700 600 500 400 300 200 100 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000

社 會 公 義 運 動 —— 法 蘭 西 斯

B.C. B.C. B.C. B.C. B.C. B.C. B.C. B.C. B.C. B.C. B.C. B.C. B.C. B.C. B.C. A.D.A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D.

2070 – 1600 B.C.2700 – 2070 B.C. 1600 – 1046 B.C. 1046 – 771 B.C. 770– 476 B.C. 770– 256 B.C. 476– 221 B.C. 221– 206 B.C. 206 B.C.– 8 A.D. 8 – 23 A.D. 25 – 220 A.D. 220 – 280 A.D. 265 – 316 A.D. 317 – 420 A.D. 420 – 589 A.D. 439 – 581 A.D. 581 – 618 A.D. 618 – 907 A.D. 907 – 960 A.D. 960 – 1126 A.D. 1127 – 1279 A.D. 1271 – 1368 A.D. 1644 – 1911 A.D.

Invention of  Chariot Compass
Cangjie invented Chinese characters
Leizu bred silkworms and wove silk 
cloth
Huangdi (Yellow Emperor) defeated 
Chiyou and Yandi;  convened  all tribes at 
Fu  Mountain
Yao ceded his throne to Shun.  Shun 
quelled the Miao tribe revolt
Shun ceded his throne to Yu
Yu succeeded in flood control by way 
of diversion

X I A W E S T   Z H O U SPRING  AUTUMN E A S T   Z H O U Q I N W E S T   H A N E A S T   H A NX I N  M A N G THREE  KINGDOMS WEST  JIN EAST  JIN S U I TA N G NORTHERN  SONG  SOUTHERN  SONG  Y U A N M I N G Q I N GW A R R I N G   S TAT E SS H A N G
 Inven t ion  o f   X ia 
Calendar 
Well-Field agricultural 
concept in agriculture 
began
Royal succession by 
hereditary rights began
Bamboo Annals ,  a 
chronicle of  ancient 
C h i n a ,  r e c o r d e d  a n 
earthquake in China          
c.1831 B.C.

Recorded history of  China began
Shang Tang overthrew King Jie of 
Xia to become King of Shang
Completion of the Lunar Calendar
Invention of Sexagenary Time Cycle 
System ( Jiazi ) 
Bronz ritual vessels were used in 
worshipping God.
Oracle Bone Scripts

King Wu of Zhou defeated King Zhou of 
Shang to start Zhou Dynasty
Duke of Zhou became regent of the 
young Emperor Cheng.  He created 
institutions of rites and music. Zhou 
Dynasty prospered under his leadership
Feudalism began with the following 
orders:  King, Vassals, Ministers, Grand 

King Ping of Zhou moved 
capital eastward to Luoyi, thus 
began East Zhou
Gou Jian, King of Yue, was 
defeated by Fu Chai, King of  
Wu, in 494 B.C.
Determined to take revenge, 
Gou Jian reminded himself of 
the humiliation by sleeping on 
firewoods and tasting the bitter 
gall bladder of animals daily. 
Finally he wiped out Wu in 473 
B.C.

Dr. Bian Que, known for his 
four  d iagnos t ic  p rocedures : 
O b s e r v a t i o n ,  O l f a c t i o n , 
Interrogation and Pulse-palpation, 
w a s  d e e m e d  t h e  f a t h e r  o f 
traditional Chinese medicine
One of the earliest Chinese 
astronomical writings ‘Gan Shi 
Star Catalog’ appeared (c.579 
B.C.)
Different schools of thoughts 
began to blossom during the 
Spring Autumn Period 

1. CONFUCIANISM
Confucius (Kongzi)(551– 479 B.C.), 
a.k.a. Kong Qiu or Kong Zhongni, 
authored, commented and edited many 
Chinese classic poems, literature, annals, 
and instituted the rules of rites and 
music. His ethical teachings centered 
on rituals,etiquette, righteousness, 
loyalty, fi lial devotion, benevolence and 
empathy.
He initiated private tutelage with 3,000 
students under him, of which 72 as elite 
group of disciples. One of his honorable 
titles is “Most Saintly Teacher”

Menzi ( c.372 – c.289 ), 
a.k.a. Meng Ke, asserted 
the innate goodness 
of human nature. He 
advocated the thought 
of benevolent ruling, 
ranking people’s benefit 

first, country second and king last. He is 
honored as the “Second Saint”
Xunzi ( c.313 – c.238 B.C.), a.k.a. Xun 
Kuang, believed in an evil human nature 
which can be improved by laws, education 
and moral teachings

J I N
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Yu

Shun 

THREE  SOVEREIGNS  
AND  FIVE  EMPERORS

his beloved lady Bo Si laugh at the bewildered 
military leaders being fooled. Later when a real 
attack came from Quan Rong, nobody cared to 
come to his rescue and he was killed. Quan Rong 
sacked the  capital Haojing, ending West Zhou
Zhou Dynasty weakened. Vassals became 
independent states which fought and annexed 
each other resulting in the Spring Autumn Super  
Five:  Duke Huan of Qi, Duke Wen of Jin, King 
Zhuang of Chu, Duke Mu of Qin, Duke Xiang of 
Song

The Seven Super Powers: 
Qi, Chu, Yan, Han, Zhao, 
Wei, Qin
Gongsun Yan and Su Qin, 
lobbyists, advocated a Vertical 
Alliance strategy for the Six to 
repel Qin
Zhang Yi, another lobbyist, 
advocated a Horizontal 
Alliance strategy for the Six 
to ally with Qin
Li Bing and his son built 
Du j i angyan  I r r iga t ion 
System in 256 B.C. 

Through Shang Yang’s Reform, Fan 
Sui’s strategy of befriending the distant 
states while attacking the nearby ones, 
and Li Si’s insidious diplomacy, Qin 
fi nally succeeded in conquering all other 
states and unifi ed China
Qin built The Great Wall to fence off 
barbarians such as Xiongnu
The Second Emperor was so corrupt 
and caused a peasant rebellion led by 
Chen Sheng and Wu Guang
Xiang Yu defeated Qin’s major military 
force in the Battle of Julu in 207 B.C.

At the end of East Han, 
Wei, Shu, Wu started to 
gain power until the Battle 
of Red Cliffs ( 208 ) when 
they became the dominant 
Three Kingdoms

Sima Yan took throne from 
Wei to begin Jin Dynasty. 
He unified the nation after 
wiping out Wu
 Imper ia l  family  c lans 
indulged in power struggles 
i.e. the 16 years “War of 
Eight  Princes” which greatly 
weakened the Dynasty
“Five Barbarian Tribes” 
Invasion of China’ followed, 
lasting more than 100 years

East Jin started with 
Nanjing as its new capital 
in 317
The gentry class was 
despondent in spiri t 
and indulged in leisure, 
metaphysical debates 
related to Taoism and 
Confucianism
Famous calligrapher 
Wang Xizhi (303– 361) 
and painter Gu Kaizhi 
(c.344 – c.406) 

Liu Yu took the throne from 
East Jin to begin Song of Southern 
Dynasty. Nanjing remained to be 
the capital 
Southern Dynasty consisted of 
Song, Qi, Liang, Chen
Dejected vanity talks continued 
in ambiance of low morality  
In literature, couplet prose with 
showy vanity fl ourished

Northern Wei (Xianbei people) unifi ed the 
north to begin Northern Dynasty in 439
Northern Dynasty consisted of Northern 
Wei, Eastern Wei, Northern Qi, Western Wei 
and Northern Zhou 
Flourishing Buhhdism saw construction of 
grottoes, e.g. Mogao Grottoes at Dunhuang 
(366), Yungang Grottoes (453), Longmen 
Grottoes (c.490), etc. which  preserved 
abundant Buhhdist statues and sutra, etc.                                
Linguist Shen Yue (441–513) established 
names of 4 intonations in his book “Four 
Tones”

Sui Dynasty unifi ed China in 581 A.D. 
Soon Emperor Yang caused national 
financial crisis and human casualties 
by numerous military expeditions and 
construction of Great Canal between 
Beijing and Hangzhou, part of the Great 
Wall, palaces, etc.  All these led to Sui’s 
demise
Japan sent Onono Imoko and several 
students to study in China which set off 
Japan’s Taika Reform
Imperial Examination System ( Keju) 
began, by which offi cials were selected

Five Dynasties consisted of Late 
Liang, Late Tang, Late Jin, Late Han, 
Late Zhou 
Ten Kingdoms consisted of Wu, 
Former Shu, Wuyue, Min, Southern 
Han, Jingnan, Chu, Late Shu, 
Southern Tang, Northern Han

Emperor Taizu, Zhao Kuangyin, 
established Song after Chenqiao Coup. 
He unified the country and created a 
centralized government by diminishing 
local  military, administrative and 
fi nancial prowess 
Bi Sheng invented movable-type 
printing in 1041 A.D.
Sima Guang wrote Zizhi Tongjian, a 
Chronology of Chinese History, in 1084 
A.D. 
Foreign people like Liao, Xixia, 
Ruzhen, constantly invaded Song. Its 

In 1126 A.D., Ruzhen from north invaded Song, 
captured its capital Kaifeng, carried away Emperors 
Huizong and Qinzong together with a great number of 
royal family, offi cials and civilians. It was known as 
“Jingkang Incident”. Royal remnants retreated to south 
of Huai River and formed Southern Song with Lin’an 
(Hangzhou) as its capital
Ruzhen established Jin (Gold) Dynasty in the north 
with Beijing as its new capital. They created Ruzhen 
language after Chinese and carried out Sinicization 
In literature, Ci ( melodic style poem ) fl ourished 
In philosophy, Zhu Xi’s school emphasized “Li” 
(Principle or Law), while Lu Jiuyuan’s school 
emphasized “Xin” (Mind)

Genghis Khan (1162 – 1227), born Borjigin 
Temujin, founded Mongol Empire in 1206, sacked 
capital of Jin, Zhongdu ( Beijing ), in 1215
Kublai Khan, Emperor Shizu, established Yuan 
Dynasty in 1271 with Dadu ( Beijing ) as its capital
Mongol force reached today’s Moscow, Poland, 
France, Palestine, Egypt, etc. It divided into four 
Khan Empires
Marco Polo came to China in 1275. He was 
treated well by Kublai Khan and stayed in China 
for 17 years
In literature, drama called Zaju ( variety plays ) or 
Yuanqu fl ourished

Zhu Yuanzhang became Emperor Taizu of 
Ming in 1368 A.D.
Shi Naian and Luo Guanzhong finished the 
novel “Water Margin” in c.1380
Zheng He led a series of seven naval 
expeditions reaching South Asia, India, Arabia 
and East Africa to promote national image 
as well as diplomatic, cultural and trade 
exchanges (1405 – 1433)
Emperor Chengzu built Forbidden City and 
moved capital to Beijing in 1421
“Yongle Encyclopedia”, the largest of its kind 
in the world, was compiled during Chengzu’s 
reign (1408)

Jianzhou Ruzhen chieftain Nurhachi (1559–
1626) established Eight Banners System and 
then Later Jin Dynasty in 1616
His son Huang Taiji renamed Late Jin, Great 
Qing, changed his tribal name to Manchu in 
1636
General Wu Sangui of Ming opened the gate 
of Shanhai Pass to let in Qing troops which 
destroyed the army of Li Zicheng and took over 
China. Emperor Shunzhi came to rule from 
Beijing
Emperor Kangxi’s long reign brought stability 
and prosperity after quelling the Revolt of Three 

Republic of China was established after a successful 
1911 revolution. Dr. Sun Yat-sen ( Sun Zhongshan or 
Sun Wen ) was elected as its provisional fi rst president 
in 1912
May Fourth Movement in 1919
Nine-Eighteenth  Incident in 1931 
Japan invaded Manchuria and set up 
a puppet state in 1932
Government launched New Life 
Movement in 1934 to boost civil 
quality of life
Full-fledged Second Sino-Japanese War began 
in 1937 following the Lugou (Marco Polo) Bridge 

Yuwen Huaji killed Emperor Yang of 
Sui.  Li Yuan captured capital Chang’an 
and became first Emperor Gaozu of  
Tang Dynasty
After Xuanwumen Coup (626), 
Emperor Taizong, Li Shimin, started 
to reign. With assistance of capable 
officials like prime ministers Fang 
Xuanling and Du Ruhui, he carried out 
different reforms to bring in a period of 
prosperity called “Zhenguan Era”              
Nestorianism came to China in 635 A.D.
Islam came to China in 651 A.D.

Wang Mang ( c.45 B.C. – c.23 
A.D.) took over the throne of Han to 
establish the Xin ( New ) Dynasty.  
He made many hasty and unwise 
changes, mostly based on Zhou 
Dynasty system, e.g. instituting 
government monopoly in natural 
resources, restoring Well-Field 
Agricultural System, changing 
currency and officialdom, practicing 
arrogant diplomacy, etc., which 
caused chaos in society. Green Forest 
and Red Eyebrow peasant revolted 
and  eventually ended his Dynasty

Han Gaozu Liu Bang defeated Xiang Yu at Gaixia with the 
assistance of Xiao He, Zhang Liang and Han Xin, and later 
became fi rst Emperor of Han in 206 B.C. 
Sima Qian ( c.145 – c.90 B.C.) wrote “Records of the Great 
Historian” ( Shi Ji )
Emperor Wu repelled Xiongnu in the north, sent envoy 
Zhang Qian to explore Central Asia opening up the trade route 
known as “Silk Road”.  Han reached its peak during his reign
He took advice from the scholar Dong Zhongshu, making 
Confucianism the central cultural system supplemented by 
input from Yin Yan Five Elements,  to create a “Heaven-Man 
Communion” philosophy
Buddhism introduced to China from India in 2 B.C. at the 
end of West Han

The capable Emperor Guangwu 
caused a national revival of Han
After midterm, there were constant 
power struggles between imperial 
consort clans and eunuch groups 
causing several so called Partisan 
Prohibitions Disasters. Then came 
Yellow Turban Rebellion followed 
by warlords chaos which led to Han’s 
collapse
In mid East Han, Zhang Daoling 
formed Taoism as a religion, a 
combination of its prototype “Way of 

Masters, Scholars and Servicemen, and Commoners
As a rule, eldest son born to the Empress succeeded the 
throne
The corrupt and licentious King You more than once lit 
false emergency smoke signals just for the sake of making 

2. TAOISM
Laozi (c.580 – c.500 B.C.), a.k.a. Li Er 
or Lao Dan, believed in returning to and 
learning from Nature, ruling and living 
by non-action
Zhuangzi (c.369 – c.286 B.C.), a.k.a. 
Zhuang Zhou.  His philosophy is 
skeptical, relativistic, attaining freedom 
by conforming to Nature 
3. MOISM
Mozi (c.470 – c.391 B.C.), a.k.a. Mo Di, 
promoted impartial love, anti-aggressive 
war, anti-fatalism, anti-ostentation and 
meritocracy

Jing Ke failed in his attempt to assassin Qin Shi 
Huang in 227 B.C.
Many wealthy politicians entertained house-
guests to work for them as think tanks
The most well known one was Marquis Mengchang 
who had 3000 house-guests
Others include Marquis Pingyuan, Marquis Xinling, 
Marquis Chunshen, etc. 
Well-Field Agricultural
System began to decline

4. LEGALISM
This  i s  a  u t i l i t a r i an  po l i t i ca l 
philosophy. Its major proponent Han 
Fei (280-233B.C.)  believed in using 
three tools to govern a country: Law, 
Legitimacy, Tactics 
Li Si ( c.280 – c.208 B.C.) of Qin 
Dynasty. Famous strategist
5. YIN  YANG  SCHOOL
Zou Yan ( 305 – 240 B.C.) wrote 
“Cycle of  Five Virtues” based on 
Five Elements: Wood, Fire, Earth, 
Metal, Water

Huangdi and Laozi” and theYin Yang 
Five Elements System
Ban Gu fi nished his Book of Han in 
82 A.D.
Cai Yin brought back Buhhdist 
sutras from India. Temple of White 
Horse was built in c.67 A.D. in 
Luoyang 
Ban Chao was envoy to Central 
Asia in 73 A.D. 
It took 21 years for Xu Shen (58 – 
147) to write his Dictionary “Shuowen 
Jiezi”

Cai Lun improved paper-making 
process in 105 A.D.
Zhang Heng invented Armillary 
Sphere (117) and Seismograph ( 132 )
Famous Dr. Hua Tuo invented 
anesthetic medicine to be taken before 
surgery
Sun Yan perfected “Fanqie” phonetic 
system combining sounds of two 
characters to pronounce another one

Ta n g ’s  p r o s p e r o u s  s o c i e t y 
and advanced systems attracted 
neighboring countries like Japan, 
Korea, etc. which sent Study Envoys 
( Qian Tang Shi ) to China to enrich 
themselves
Emperor Taizong sent Princess 
Wencheng to faraway Tibet to marry 
King of Tubo in order to strengthen tie 
between the two countries. Since then, 
Han’s ethnical culture entered Tibet (641)
Wu Zetian, queen of Gaozong, took 
over the throne and changed Tang to 

Keju ( Imperial Examination ) System 
reached its fi nal form requiring a Ba Gu Wen 
( Eight-legged Essay ) format
In literature, novel and drama were popular. 
Three of those four Chinese classic novels 
were written in this period
Wang Yangming, one of the leading fi gures 
in Neo-Confucian School of Mind,  (1472 – 
1529) emphasized “good conscience” and the 
“unity of knowing and doing”.  His teachings 
had been the main stream of Chinese 
philosophical thought  
Luo Guanzhong finished the novel 
“Romance of the Three Kingdoms” in c.1490 

Dr. Li Shizhen ( c.1518 – 1593 ) wrote “Bencao 
Gangmu” ( Compendium of Materia Medica ), a 
monumental achievement 
Portugal occupied Macau in 1553
Wu Cheng'en finished the novel “Journey to 
the West” in c.1570 
Jesuit Matteo Ricci arrived China in 1583 
bringing with him western learning and 
technology
Adam Schall arrived China in 1620.  He 
modified old Chinese Calendar and promoted 
new Western Calendar 
The Nestorian Stone Tablet “Memorial of the 
Propagation in China of the Luminous Religion 

Feudatories and gaining Taiwan
Emperor Qianlong, a capable military man, 
succeeded in many frontier wars including 
Zunghars, Xinjiang, etc. Qing was at its peak. In 
his old age, he became indulgent and relied on 
corrupt officials like He Shen, causing Qing’s 
decline
“Twenty Four Histories” covered Chinese 
history up to Ming Dynasty (1739)
“Siku Quanshu”, a huge encyclopedia, 
consisted of 3,461 books in four divisions : 
classics; histories; philosophy, arts, science; 
literature collections (1782)

Cao Xueqin wrote first 80 chapters of his 
novel “Dream of the Red Chamber” in 1764. 
Gao E, etc. added another 40 chapters in 1791 
Lin Zexu burned British opium at Tiger Gate, 
Guangdong in 1839, causing First Opium War 
which ended with Treaty of Nanjing in 1842.  
Five ports were opened to trade
Taiping Rebellion (1850 – 1864)
Jiawu Sino-Japanese War ended with 
Treaty of Maguan in 1895
The Self-Strengthening Movement (1861 – 
1895)
Yan Fu translated and edited T. Huxley’s 

Zhou in 690 A.D.
Emperor Zhongzong reinstated 
Tang in 705 A.D.
Emperor Xuanzong reigned for 44 
years. He was a capable reformer and 
ruler during the fi rst half of his reign 
which historians called “Kaiyuan 
Era”. Later on he indulged in his 
consort Yang Guifei and put her 
corrupt cousin Yang Guozhong in 
key position. This eventually led to 
“An-Shi Rebellion”
Late Tang saw power struggles 

defense system being under the control 
of civil officials had become so weak 
and incapable to protect the country 
Private tutoring academies became 
pervasive as to override the traditional 
national schools. There were four 
major ones:  White Deer, Songyang, 
Yingtian and Yuelu  
Paper currency called Jiaozi, 
was created in Sichuan by wealthy 
merchants. It was the fi rst of its kind in 
the world

from Daqin” erected 781, was 
unearthed in Xianyang c.1625
Song Yingxing wrote “Tian 
Gong Kai Wu” ( Exploitation 
of the Works of 
Nature)  in 1637. 
X u  G u a n g q i 

wrote “Nong Zheng Quan Shu” 
(A Comprehensive Reference 
Book on Agriculture ) in 1639
Li Zicheng, the Dashing King, 
rebelled, sacked capital Beijing, 
established the short-lived Great 
Shun Dynasty in 1644

“Evolution and Ethics” in 1898
Hundred Days’ Reform in 1898
Boxer Rebellion in 1900 ended with 
the Boxer Protocol in 1901 after Eight-
Nation Alliance’s military interference
In literature, drama and novel 
bacame popular

Incident. Government moved to Chongqing, 
Sichuan
Treaties with US and UK to abolish 
extraterritoriality in 1943
Victory over Japan in 1945

Nationalist government moved 
to Taiwan in 1949 
People’s Republic of China 
founded on Oct.1,1949
National is t  government 
initiated land reform program in 
Taiwan in 1950
Great Leap Forward Campaign 

and People’s Commune began in mainland 
China in 1958
China tested its fi rst atomic bomb in 1964
Cultural Revolution began in 1966 
PRC joined United Nations in 1971
US president Nixon visited China in 1972
Chiang Kai-shek ( Jiang Zhongzheng ) died 
in 1975
In 1976, Mao Zedong died, Gang of Four 
collapsed, Cultural Revolution ended
Deng Xiaoping announced new policy 
‘Reform and Openness’ in 1978
Chiang Ching-kuo ended the 38 years old 

Martial Law in Taiwan in 1987  
June Fourth Tiananmen Square Incident (1989 ) 
China began privatization and free market economy in 
1997
Hong Kong returned to China in July, 1997

Macau returned to China in December, 
1999

Democratic Progressive Party won 
presidential election in Taiwan in 2000 
A.D., thus began multiparty free political 
campaigns 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS) spread from Guangdong province 
to Hong Kong, China, Singapore and other 
countries in 2003 
China launched its first manned 
spacecraft, Shenzhou-5 in October 15, 
2003

Lien Chan, chairman of  Kuomintang 
(Nationalist Party) in Taiwan, visited 
mainland China in April-May, 2005
29th Summer Olympics in Beijing 
(August 8 – 24, 2008) 
World Expo 2010 in Shanghai ( April 30 
– October 31, 2010 )

 S O U T H E R N  A N D  N O R T H E R N  D Y N A S T I E S

1912 A.D. –
C H I N A

Adam  Schall

among eunuch clans, in regional 
military groups, and later, Huang 
Chao Rebellion. Tang was 
replaced by Hou ( late ) Liang 
In Literature, new style poems 
including Lushi and Jueshi 
began to replace old style poems. 
Couplet proses were rejected for 
its showy vanity and old classic 
writing style was revived
Woodblock printing invented

FIVE  DYNASTIES  AND  
TEN  KINGDOMS

SOUTHERN 
DYNASTY

NORTHERN
DYNASTY

FOUR GREAT CIVILIZATIONS AND 
THE OCEANIC CIVILIZATION BEGAN EGYPTIAN EMPIRE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE NEW  BABYLONIAN  EMPIRE PERSIAN  EMPIRE GREEK  EMPIRE ROMAN  EMPIRE END  OF  WESTERN  ROMAN  EMPIRE  ( 476 )

Phoenician 
consonant  
alphabetic began  
(1200 B.C. )

Zoroaster founded 
Zoroastrianism (c.600)
(Mazdaism)

Dark Ages in 
Greece (1100 – 
800 B.C. )

Phoenicians built 
t he  Nor th  Af r i can 
state Carthage 
(814 B.C.)

Socrates (469 – 399 B.C.)
Plato (428 – 348 B.C.)
Aristotle (384 – 322 B.C.)

Russo-Japanese War (1904 – 1905)
Japan occupied Korea (1910 – 1945)
Panama Canal opened (1914 ) 
October Revolution in Russia (1917)
First World War (1914 – 1918)
League of  Nations formed (1919)
Charles Lindbergh’s Transatlantic Flight (1927)
Hitler gained power as German Chancellor (1933 )
Full-fl edge Sino-Japanese War began (1937)
Second World War (1939 – 1945)
Japan surrendered (1945)

Founding of United Nations ( 1945 )
Anti-Colonialism began.  India became independent ( 1947 )
Founding of the modern State of Israel ( 1948 )
Division of Korea into South and North ( 1948 )
Korean War ( 1950 – 1953 )
Founding of European Economic Community ( 1958 )    
Later enlarged and renamed European Community ( 1993 )
Berlin Wall built  ( 1961 )
Vietnam War ( 1955 – 1975 )
After Six Day War, Israel proclaimed the Holy City 
Jerusalem as her capital ( 1967 )
Ayatollah Khomeini led Iranian Revolution in overthrowing 
the Pahlavi Monarchy ( 1979 )

Iran-Iraq War  ( 1980 – 1988 )        
Ukranian Chernobyl nuclear power plant explosion sent 
massive radioactive  contamination over a large area, causing 
potential death of multi-thousands and vast environmental 
pollution ( 1986 )
Berlin Wall dismantled ( 1989 )
German Reunifi cation ( 1990 )
Gulf War ( 1990 – 1991 )
Soviet Union disbanded ( 1991 )  
Yugoslav ethnic war ( 1991 – 1995 )
Israel-Palestinian negotiation began ( 1993 )
Rwanda Genocidal confl ict ( 1994 )
Personal computer, Internet, mobile phone, became popular 
since late 20th century

Human Genome completed (2000)
NYC World Trade Center twin towers destroyed by terrorists’ attack. War 
against terrorists began  (September 11, 2001)
Taliban government of Afghanistan overthrown  (2001)
Iraq War began (2003) US announced military withdrawal from Iraq (2010)         
South Asia Tsunami (2004)
US fi nancial crisis began to engulf the world (2008)
Earthquakes of Richter Scale 6.0 or stronger hit Haiti, Chile, Taiwan, Vanuatu, Turkey, 
etc (2010)
Anti-government protests in several Islamic countries: Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, 
Lebanon, Libya, etc (early 2011) 
Japan earthquake, tsunami with ensuing radioactive contamination 
from nuclear power plant failures (March 11, 2011)

Greek King Alexander the Great 
(356 – 323 B.C.) founded the City 
of Alexandria on the artery of 
River Nile (332 – 331 B.C.)

Firs t  Tr iumvira te  of  Roman 
Republic :  Crassus, Caesar, Pompey  
( 60 B.C. )
Caesar defeated Pompey (48 B. C.)  
Caesar assassinated (44 B.C.)                                                                                 
Second Triumvirate of Roman 
Republic :   Anthony, Lepidus, 
Octavian  ( 43 B.C.)
Octavian became Augustus, the fi rst 
Emperor of the Roman Empire. (27 
B.C.) Thus began the glorious years 
of the  Roman Empire

Emperor Claudius banished Jews from Rome (49 
A.D.)
Great Fire of Rome induced the persecution of 
Jews (64 A.D.) 
Emperor Nero committed suicide  (68 A.D.)    
Jerusalem destroyed by Roman general Titus  
(70 A.D.)
Jewish historian Josephus  (37 – 100 A.D.) wrote 
“Antiquities of the Jews ”

Great territorial expansion of 
Roman Empire during the reign 
of Emperor Trajan
 ( 98 – 117 )

Emperor Constantine founded 
and moved east from Rome 
to Constantinople, the new 
capital of Roman Byzantine 
Empire(330)
Ulfia preached the Gospel to 
the Goths
Huns moved into Black Sea 
region. Diaspora of European 
peoples began ( c.375 )
Roman Empire split into East 
and West  ( 395 )

West Goths looted Rome  ( 410 )
The invading Anglos and Saxons settled in 
the British Isles  ( 450 )
Vandals entered Central Europe and sacked 
Rome  ( 455 )    
End of Western Roman Empire ( 476 )
East Goths ruled Italy  ( 493 )

Vikings of  northern Europe began to 
invade European  Continent  ( 793 ) and 
gradually took over most part of Europe
Charlemagne was crowned Emperor of  
the Roman Empire ( 800 )  

Algebra began ( 810 )

Treaty of Verdun  ( 843 )

Otto the First , King of Germany, 
was crowned Emperor of the Rome 
Empire ( 962 ) He helped 
in reinforcing Roman 
Catholic system

William the First conquered England (1066)

First Crusaders took Jerusalem, killing both 
Muslims and Jews (1096 –1099)

University of Bologna, 
Italy, oldest university in 
Europe (1088 )

University of Oxford 
(1096), University of 
Paris (c.1160)

Magna Carta, prototype of 
British democratic constitution  
(1215)

Italian Marco Polo arrived  in 
China ( 1275 )

Dante  ( 1265 – 1321 )

Renaissance (c.1300 -  c.1600)
Ottoman Empire (1299 – 1922)
Hundred Years' War between England 
and France (1337 – 1453)
 Black Death peaked in Europe (1347 
– 1350)

Saint Joan of Arc of France was 
burned to death during the Hundred 
Years’ War ( 1431 )    
Eastern Roman Empire fell to Ottoman 
Turks  ( 1453 )             
Gutenberg invented movable type for 
Bible printing  ( 1455 ) 
Christopher Columbus discovered 
new continent ( 1492 )
Vasco da Gama arrived India via Cape 
of Good Hope on the southern tip of 
Africa ( 1498 )

M a r t i n  L u t h e r 
Reformation  ( 1517 )
Ferdinand Megelian’s  
crew circled the globe 
(1519 – 1522)
Episcopal  Church 
b e c a m e  C h u r c h 
o f  E n g l a n d  d u r i n g 
Elizabeth’s reign (1558 – 1603)
William Shakespeare (1564 – 1616) 
Copernicus’ “On the Revolutions of the 
Celestial Spheres ” claimed sun as the 
center of universe (1543)

Japanese Tokugawa Shogunate ( Edo ) Era began ( 1603 )
Shogunate prohibited Christianity  ( 1612 )           
Thirty Years’ War in Europe  ( 1618 – 1648 ) caused division and 
debilitation of Germany
Puritan pilgrims arrived America from England aboard Mayfl ower. 
(1620 )         
Dutch occupied Taiwan  ( 1624 – 1662 )  
King of France, Louis 14th  ( 1643 – 1715 )
Isaac Newton ( 1642 – 1727 ) defined the Law of 
Universal Gravitation ( 1687 )
Gottfried Leibnitz  ( 1646 – 1716 ) wrote “Monism” in 
1714.  He and Newton invented Calculus independently         
Peter the Great, Emperor of Russian Empire (1672 – 
1725)

Deism appeared
First set of general encyclopedia appeared  
Seven Years’ War between British and French 
camps ( 1756 – 1763 )       
Jean Rousseau wrote “ The Social Contract” 
( 1762 )
James Watt improved steam engine which 
gave birth to the British Industrial Revolution 
(765 )
U.S. Independence  ( 1776 ) 
Immanuel Kant wrote “ Critique of 
Pure Reason ” ( 1781 ) 
French Revolution  ( 1789 )
U.S. Bill of Rights  ( 1791 )

Pope Gregory the Great  ( 590 – 604 )
First  Punic War between Rome 
and Carthage  ( 264 – 241 B.C. )
Second Punic War (218 – 202 
B.C.)  

T h i r d  P u n i c  Wa r ( 1 4 9 
–146B.C.) Carthage destroyed

Cuneiform Script appeared 
in Mesopotamia (Tigris-
Euphrates river system)

Northern Kingdom of 
Israel conquered by the 
Assyrian Empire ( 722 B.C. )

 F o u n d i n g 
of the City of 
Rome

Siddhartha Gautama  (565 – 486 B.C.)  founded 
Buddhism at the age of 35

Cyrus the Great, King of Persia  (559 B.C.)

Roman Republic Period 
began (509 B.C.)

Greek Alphabet with vow 
and consonant began

End of ancient Greek Mycenaean 
civilization in Ancient Greece 
(c.1100 B.C. )

Egyptian 
Hieroglyphics

During the 
Vedic Period, 
Aryan culture 
entered India

 E g y p t i a n  O l d  K i n g d o m 
(c.2700–c.2160 B.C.) had its capital 
in Memphis. Pyramids fl ourished

Augustine of Canterbury 
arrived England to preach the 
Gospel  ( 597 )

Islam began  ( 622 )     

Mohammed died  ( 632 )

Islam flourished and 
conquered many countries 
in Europe, North Africa 
and  Asia Minor

  We s t e r n  o r 
Second Schism 
o f  C a t h o l i c 
Church with rival 
claimants to the 
title of  Pope (1378 
– 1417)  

Enlightenment and Rationalism began

Suez Canal opened  (1869)

Friedrich Nietzsche(1844–1900) 
introduced concept of Superman 
(1883)

American Civil War 
(1861–1865)  Abolition 
Movement ensued

Thomas Edison (1847–1931) invented 
phonograph, movie camera, electric 
light bulb, small scale electric station, 
quadruplex circuit for telegraph, etc.

Napoleon suffered defeat in the 
Battle of Waterloo  (1815)

Karl Marx published “The 
Communist Manifesto” (1848)

Emperor of Japan Meiji 
abolished shogunate feudalism  
(1868)

Charles Darwin published  
“On the Origin of Species” 
(1859) .  The  teaching  of 
Evolution began

Approx.

“ In the beginning 
G o d  c r e a t e d  t h e 
heavens and the earth .”
( Genesis 1 : 1 )

 (Self existing, from eternity to eternity)
CREATION  PROCESS  (GENESIS  1:1 – 31)
First Day: light, separation of day and night
Second Day: sky, water
Third Day: land, sea, grass, vegetables, plants, trees, fruits
Fourth Day: sun, moon, stars
Fifth Day: creatures in the water and birds in the air
Sixth Day: creatures on land, human being ( male and 
female )

People tried to build the Tower 
of Babel.  God confounded their 
language
They were scattered over the 
face of the earth, thus the 
beginning of different cultures

“And Noah built an 
altar unto the Lord.” 
(Genesis 8:20 )

T H E  T R I U N E  G O D

Moses led Israelites out of 
Egypt, crossing the Red Sea

Tabernacle, Pillar of Cloud and 
Pillar of Fire

Joshua led Israelites 
in conquering the land 
of Canaan

P i c t u r e  o f  
Duke of Zhou

Abraham of fered Isaac as 
burnt offering

Winged human-
headed bull from 
Nineveh

Daniel in lions' den

King Ahasuerus and Esther

Confucius paid respect 
to Laozi

“And the waters 
prevailed upon the 
earth an hundred 
and fi fty days.”  
( Genesis 7: 24 )

“ THE KINGDOM OF THE WORLD HAS BECOME THE KINGDOM 
OF OUR LORD AND OF HIS CHRIST, AND HE WILL REIGN FOR 
EVER AND EVER. ”( REV. 11:15 )

“BLESSED  IS  THE  NATION  WHOSE  GOD  IS  THE  LORD.”( PSALM 33:12 )

THE  NINE  PERIODS  OF  O.T. PERIOD  BEFORE  THE  FLOOD PERIOD  AFTER  THE  FLOOD

 THE  AGE  OF  PROMISE  T H E   A G E   O F   L A W

THE  PERIOD  OF
PATRIARCHS  1800 B.C.

THE PERIOD  OF  
JUDGES      1100 B.C.

THE  PERIOD  OF  UNITED  
KINGDOM   935 B.C.

Dispersion of ten tribes

THE EGYPTIAN SOJOURN  
PERIOD                1400 B.C.

THE  SEVEN  AGES  OF  O.T. AND N.T. 
AGE OF INNOCENCE (THE AGE OF EDEN)

｛  ｝

10/40Window

OLD  TESTAMENT  BOOKS G E N E S I S EXODUS
LEVITICUS

NUMBERS
DEUTERONOMY

 JOB
RUTH 

JOSHUA JUDGES

PSALMS AMOS

 JONAH
HOSEA ISAIAH NAHUM JEREMIAH

HABAKKUK
OBADIAH

DANIEL
HAGGAI

ZECHARIAH
LAMENTATION

 EZEKIEL ZEPHANIAHMICAH

JOELPROVERBS

SONG  OF  SOLOMON
ECCLESIASTES

FIRST SAMUEL
FIRST  CHRONICLES

SECOND  SAMUEL FIRST  KINGS SECOND  KINGS EZRA NEHEMIAH THERE WAS NO REVELATION FROM GOD FOR ABOUT 400 YEARS 
        BETWEEN THE END OF THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH AND THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST

C O N T E M P L A T I V E    M O V E M E N T — A U G U S T I N E

THE   CHURCH  OF  SMYRNA   (  REV. 2:8 -11 )  T H E   C H U R C H   O F   P E R G A M U M    (  R E V .  2 : 1 2  –  1 7  ) C H U R C H   O F   T H Y A T I R A   (  R E V .  2 : 1 8  –  2 9  ) C H U R C H   O F   S A R D I S   (  R E V .  3 : 1  –  6  )

END  OF  EASTERN  ROMAN  
EMPIRE  ( 1453 )

C H U R C H   O F   P H I L A D E L P H I A   (   R E V .  3 : 7  –  1 3  ) C H U R C H   O F   L A O D I C E A   (  R E V .  3 : 1 4  –  1 9  )CHURCH OF EPHESUS ( REV. 2:1-7 ) 
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SECOND CHRONICLES

THE  PERIOD  OF  DIVIDED KINGDOM  721 B.C. T H E   P E R I O D   O F   C A P T I V I T Y    5 3 9  B . C . T H E   P E R I O D   O F   R E S TO R AT I O N   (  4 4 5  B . C .  ) T H E    I N T E R  –  T E S T A M E N T A L    P E R I O D THE  SEVEN  PERIODS  OF  N.T.

SEVEN PERIODS OF THE CHURCH

PERIOD OF THE APOSTLES THE  PIRIOD  OF  PERSECUTION T H E   P E R I O D   O F   S T A T E   C H U R C H T H E   D A R K   A G E T H E   P E R I O D   O F   R E F O R M A T I O N T H E   P E R I O D   O F   W O R L D W I D E   G O S P E L   M O V E M E N T T H E   P E R I O D   O F   T H E   E N D   A G E  C H U R C H

M I L L E N N I U M

G R E A T   C O M M I S S I O N   M O V E M E N T  —  M O O D Y ,  F I N N E Y ,  L A U S A N N E  C O N G R E S S ,  C C C O W E ,  A D 2 0 0 0  &  B E Y O N DWORLD  MISSION  MOVEMENT — WILLIAM  CAREYTHE HOLINESS  MOVEMENT — WESLEYHOLY  SPIRIT  MOVEMENT — GEORGE  FOXTHE GOSPEL  MOVEMENT — MARTIN  LUTHERJUSTICE OF CHARITY — ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

T H E   A G E   O F   G R A C E

N o r t h e r n  K i n g d o m 
ended by Assyria.  ( 722 
B.C. )
I s r ae l i t e s  we re  t aken 
captive and dispersed

Southern Kingdom terminated by 
Babylon  ( 586 B.C. )
Jerusalam destroyed.  Israelites were 
taken captive and carried away to 
Babylon

 Zerubbabel led the first 
return of Israelites (538 
B.C. )

 Ezra led the second return of 
Israelites (458 B.C. )

 Nehemiah led the third 
and last return of Israelites  
( 445 B.C. )

 S e p t u a g i n t 
(c.250 B.C. )

Antiochus the Fourth ( 175 – 
164 B.C. ) 
Maccabean revolt against 
Antiochus the Fourth ( 167 B.C. ) 
R e v i v a l  o f  I s r a e l i t e s ,  
Maccabean Dynasty  ( 166 – 63 
B.C. )

Pompey conquered Jerusalem 
( 63 B.C. )
Herod the Great began building 
Jewish Temple ( 20 B.C. )

Crucifi xion, Resurrection and Ascension 
of Christ
Descending of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost
Stephen became the fi rst N.T. martyr
Paul was called to be Apostle to the 
Gentiles
John saw the visions of Revelation on the 
isle of Patmos
James martyred ( c.62 A.D. )

The Church of Ephesus received approval of our Lord 
for laboring diligently for Him, but was rebuked for 
“forsaking the fi rst love”
Heresies appeared, e.g. Gnosticism, Ebionism, 
Marcionism, Montanism
Canonization of the O.T. in the Council of Jamnia  ( 90 
A.D. )

The Church of Smyrna signifi ed 
a church in the midst of suffering, 
trial and tribulation for the sake of 
Christ.  Smyrna means “myrrh”
Some well known apologists: 
I renaeus ,  Polycarp,Clement , 
Origen, Tertullian, etc.

Council of  Nicea ( 325 ) refuted 
the heresy of Arius who declared 
that Jesus was created by God 
the Father. The Council defended 
Orthodoxy Christianity by creating 
the Nicene Creed
Council of Carthage ( 397 ) 
established 27 Books of N.T. 
Canon

The Church of  Pergamum signified the period of 
state church. Many non-Christians and even pagans 
became nominal Christians. The Church lost her 
spirituality and became a ritualistic and politically 
oriented entity 
Some well known apologetics of theology : Eusebius, 
Athanasius, Chrysostom, Jerome, Augustine of Hippo, 
etc.  They fought against growing heresies
Latin Vulgate Bible  ( 404 )

The Christian world gradually formed into 
fi ve centers : Rome, Antioch, Constantinople, 
Jerusalem and Alexandria. Each center was 
ruled by a bishop  
The Bishop of Rome later proclaimed 
himself as “Bishop of Bishops” and “Holy 
Father”i.e. the “Pope”

After Pope Gregory, the Great 
papal power grew incessantly.  
Bribery, corruption, immorality and 
idolatry in the Church eventually 
ushered in the Dark Age of Europe

Jerusalem fell to Islam  ( 637 )

Iconoclastic Controversies
Second Necene Council (787) condemned 
and outlawed iconoclasm

Nestorianism came to China ( 635 – 845 )
Alopen, fi rst Nestorian missionary, came to China in 
early Tang Dynasty and was much welcomed by the 
Emperor Taizong. Nestorianism was called Jingjiao 
in Chinese. It fl ourished for nearly two centuries until 
the time of Emperor Wuzong’s campaign against all 
foreign religions. The Nestorian stone tablet of 781 
A.D. was later unearthed in 1625 A.D. near Xi’an

“Thyatira” means “cowardice and 
compromise ”.  The Church lacked courage to 
confront sins and heresies

Cluniac Reform began ( 910 )

Roman Catholic Church and Eastern 
Orthodox Church Schism ( 1054 )

Prominent period of Roman Catholic 
Church ( 1073 – 1303 )

Pope Gregory Fifth ( 996 – 999 )

Thomas Aquinas,  Roman 
Catholic theologian (c1225 – 
1274 ) 

Roman Catholic Inquisitions 
(1231 – 1773 )

Forerunners of Reformation :
John Wycliffe  ( 1328 – 1384 )
John Hus ( 1369 – 1415 ) 
Girolamo Savonarola  ( 1452 – 1498 )

John Wycliffe translated Latin Vulgate 
Bible into English  ( 1382 )

The word “Sardis” means “remnant 
and the escaped”.  Some Christians 
loyal to God escaped from the dominant 
power of  Roman Catholic Church

Martin Luther (1483 – 1546), once a Catholic priest, discovered 
the central truth of personal salvation, i.e. “The just shall live 
by faith”, while reading the Book of Romans. He expressed his 
opposition to many erroneous church practices in his 95 Theses 
which led to the Protestant Reformation (1517)    
 Society of Jesus (Jesuits) was founded by Ignatius of Loyola in 
1534 A.D. Catholic foreign mission work began.                                                                                  
Council of Trent, a Catholic reform and counter-Reformation 
event (1545 - 1563)

King James Bible  (1611 )
Thirty Years’ War (1618 – 1648) was a prolonged 
military conflict between Roman Catholic power and 
Protestant force
Roman Catholic suffered persecutions at different 
times in 17th century China. There was also so called 
“Rites Controversy” between Rome and Chinese 
emperors during the Qing Dynasty

The word “Philadelphia” means “brotherly love”. 
This is a lovable Church  which preached the Gospel 
diligently, a loyal and good servant in our Lord’s eyes
It symbolizes the Protestant Church of 18th and 
19th centuries which jump started global vision, zeal 
and sacrifi cial commitment in world evangelization
God showed mercy to the Church of this period. 
He raised up many of His servants to fulfill His 

Some evangelical movements and 
workers :
1.Puritanism started in late 16th century
2.Pietism started in late 17th century
3.Moravian Brothers, under leadership 
of Count Zinzendorf, launched global 
missionary outreach in 18th century
4.First Great Awakening started c.1735 
with prominent leaders such as Jonathan 
Edwards and George Whitefi eld
5.Wesley Brothers, etc. started Methodist 

The Crusades  ( 1096 – 1272 ) 

In 1058 A.D. the Turks rose to control Palestine, Asia Minor and 
Eastern Europe. They treated the Christians with terror and cruelty.  
The Roman Catholic Church organized a series of at least nine 
military crusades adopting the cross as symbol of campaigns. 
The purported goal was to regain the Holy Land. But there were 
ulterior religious and political motives behind the scenes. The cruel 
ransacking and massacre infl icted on those non-Christians caused 
long lasting bitter enmity in generations to come

Roman Emperor Constantine made the following 
important decisions concerning Christianity : 
1.Constantine became a Christian himself  
2.Issued Edict of Milan ( 313 ) ending persecution of 
Christians
3.Tax exemption for Christian clergymen and Church 
properties
4. Set Sunday as the day of worship and rest 
5.Ordered the production of 50 copies of the Holy 
Bible.

Unable to worship in public, 
Christians turned underground. 
They worshipped and communed in 
catacombs, using “fi sh” as symbol.
Monasticism began ( c.270 )

Church of Laodicea represents the Church of the 
end age, neither cold nor hot, claiming to be rich, 
yet poor and miserable. Our Lord rebuked and 
urged them to repent and be earnest
1910 World Missionary Consultation was held in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. It reiterated the watchword 
of Student Volunteer Movement, i.e. “The 
Evangelization of the World in This Generation”
From 1910 on, the Ecumenical Movement and 

William C. Townsend founded Wycliffe Bible 
Translators in 1942
Donald A. McGavran proposed “the people 
group” concept in church growth endeavors
Five New Tribe Mission’s missionaries  martyred 
in Bolivia in 1943. In Ecuador, five missionaries 
killed by Auca Indians in South America in 1956
Concerning the Chinese Church , the following 
events happened in mainland China between 1900 
and 1955 :

the Evangelical Movement went separate ways
World Evangelical Fellowship founded in 1951
American Evangelist Billy Graham, Carl Henry, 
etc. convened the Berlin World Congress 
on Evangelism in 1966
Billy Graham and friends called for 
the First International Congress on 
World Evangelization held in Lausanne, 
Switzerland in 1974. It stimulated the birth 

of a number of regional and ethnic evangelical 
movements      

The second Lausanne Congress 
was held in Manila which gave 
birth to the AD2000 & Beyond 
Movement to promote global 
evangelization with special focus 
on unreached people groups within 
the “10/40 Window”

AD2000 & Beyond Movement convened 
the 1995 Global Consultation on World 
Evangelization in Seoul, South Korea which 
gave birth to the “Joshua Project 
2000” to spearhead church planting 
efforts among unreached peoples

Satan bound in 
the Bottomless 
Pit for 1000 years 
(Rev.20:1 – 3 )

Bottomless Pit

Lake of Fire

Battle of Gog 
and Magog 
(Rev.20:7 –10 )

“The wolf will live with
the lamb … They will neither
harm nor destroy on all my
holy mountain, for the
earth will be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea.”
(Isa. 11:6-9)

Present heaven and 
earth destroyed by fi re 
(2 Peter 3:10 – 13)

The Battle of 
Armageddon; The 
Beast and the false 
prophets will be cast 
into the Lake of Fire 
(Rev.20:7 – 10 )

After the Millennium, Satan will be 
loosed temporarily ( Rev.20:3 ) 
The fi nal rebellion of Satan 
(Rev.20:7 – 8 )
Satan will be cast into the Lake of 
Fire ( Rev.20:10 )

The Judgment 
of the Great 
White Throne 
(Rev.20:11 – 15 ) 

New heaven, 
new earth and new 
Jerusalem 
(Rev.21:1 – 2 )

All the non-believing 
dead shall be resurrected 
and receive judgment
 (Rev.20:11 – 12 )

1.Many foreign missionaries and Chinese believers 
martyred during the 1900 Boxer Uprising
2.Chinese Church began to be self-governing, self-
propagating and self-supporting
3. Anti-Christian Movements (1922, 1924 )
4.Shandong Revival (1927 – 1937 )  
5.Evangelist John Sung(Sung Shangjie) engaged in 
revival circuits 
6.During the Sino-Japanese War (1937–1945 ) 
many coastal Christians moved to inland of China 

7.In the early 1950s, all foreign missionaries 
expelled from China 
8.Pastor Wang Mingdao and his wife were arrested 
in 1955. Mr Wang was imprisoned for 23  years, 
and his wife for 19 years
The Chinese Bible (Union Version) published in 
1919  
After 1949, Chinese Christians entered a period 
of diaspora abroad, mainly to North America, 
some to Europe and elsewhere. They established 

Dr. Sun Yat-sen
Kangxi

THE  AGE  OF  CONSCIENCE THE  HUMAN GOVERNMENT

Paul martyred ( c.66 A.D. )
Church in Jerusalem established. From there 
the Gospel spread to Judea, Samaria and to the 
ends of the earth

The apostles went out to witness for the Lord :  Matthew 
to Arabia, Mark to Egypt, James to Spain, Thomas to India 
and Paul to the Roman Empire
Roman Emperors continued to persecute the Church 
relentlessly, especially Decius, Deoclitian, etc.  Numerous 
Christians were imprisoned, tortured, killed including 
being fed to the wild beasts

Roman Emperor Theodosius the 
First decreed Christianity the offi cial 
religion of the Roman Empire ( 380 )
 It appeared that Christianity had 
conquered the Roman Empire, but 
in reality the Roman Empire has 
corrupted Christianity

Coat of Arms of 
Cluniac Monasteries

Martin Luther

Matteo Ricci the  Jesuit

Great Commission through a variety of Protestant 
Missionary outreach
American evangelist Dwight L. Moody called 
for a student conference in 1886 which led to 
the rise of  Student Volunteer Movement with its 
watchword : Evangelization of the World in This 
Generation          

William Carey

Robert 
Morrison Hudson Taylor

 John Wesley

Jonathan 
Edwards

Dwight L. Moody

Holiness Movement in the 18th century
6.William Carey arrived India in 1793, 
thus began the Protestant Modern 
Missionary Era
7.London Missionary Society formed in 
1795 
8.Haystack Prayer Meeting (1806). 
College students engaged in overseas 
m i s s i o n  “ A m e r i c a n  B o a r d  o f 
Commissioners for Foreign Mission” 
(ABCFM ) formed in 1810

9.Second Great Awakening (1795–1835).   
Camp meetings spread from east to west.  
Prominent figures: Lyman Beecher, 
Charles Finney, etc
10.YMCA founded in 1844 in London, 
England.  World Alliance of YMCA  
formed 1855 in Paris, France
11.Robert Morrison arrived China in 
1807; William Milne in 1813
12.Adoniram Judson arrived Burma 
(Myanmar) in 1813

13.Dwight L. Moody’s gospel campaigns 
(1860 – 1899) 
14.David Livingstone arrived Africa in 
1841 
15.Hudson Taylor arrived China in 1854 
and founded China Inland Mission in 
1865
16.The Cambridge Seven arrived China 
in 1885
17. Student Volunteer Movement (1886 – 
1940)

18.Amy Carmichael arrived India in 
1895
19.Sundar Singh, an evangelist in India, 
entered Tibet in 1921 
20.Sung Shangjie(John Sung), Wang 
Mingdao, Ji Zhiwen(Andrew Gih), Wang 
Zai(Leland), Zhao Shiguang(Timothy 
Zhao), Zhao Junying(Calvin Zhao), etc. 
mightily evangelized in China and South 
East Asia in fi rst half of the 20th century

churches and Bible Study Groups in college campuses, which 
eventually gave birth to many full time Workers
Stimulated by 1974 Lausanne Congress, the first Chinese 
Congress of World Evangelization (CCOWE) was held in Hong 
Kong in 1976, which became the Chinese Coordination 
Centre of World Evangelism (CCCOWE). CCOWE is 
held once every fi ve years. The 8th Congress is held in 
2011. Its vision and watchword: “Chinese Church in One 
Accord, Proclaiming the  Gospel Until Christ’s Return” 

AD2000 & Beyond Movement 
ended in 2001 as scheduled
Creation Museum in Petersburg, 
KY, USA opened in 2007
The Global Anglican Future 
Conference issued the “Jerusalem 
Declaration” in June, 2008
Conservative Anglicans separated 
from the Liberal group

No one knows the 
time between now 
and the Rapture

“ No one knows 
about that day or hour, 
not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father ” 
(Mt 24:36 )

100 Anniversary of the 1910 
Edinburgh World Missionary 
Consultation ( 2010 ) To celebrate 
this occasion, several missionary 
conferences and meetings were held 
in different locations of the world   
The Third Lausanne Congress was 
held in Cape Town, South Africa in 
2010, with around 4,000 participants

 Millennium 
( Rev.20:4 – 6 )
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The Judgment Seat of Christ  ( judgment of the righteous ) ( 2 Cor.5:10 )
Marriage Supper of the Lamb ( Rev.19:7 – 10 )

Christ descends from
 heaven 

( 1 Thess. 4:16 – 17 ) 

1. Anti-Christ becomes the head of the 10 
nation league of  Europe (Rev.17:12 – 13)  

2. Anti-Christ (The Beast) uses the Great 
Whore which represents the apostate 
church of the end age (Rev.17:1 – 6)

3. Anti-Christ makes a deceptive agreement  
with Israel, allowing them to rebuild the 
Temple and resume the rites of sacrifice 
(Dan 9:27)

1. Anti-Christ will sit in the Temple of God 
and show himself as God (2 Thess.2:4)

2. Anti-Christ breaks the agreement with 
Isreal and causes the sacrifi ce and offering 
to cease (Dan.9:27)

3. Anti-Christ turned against the Great Whore 
(the apostate Church) and destroyed her 
(Rev.17:16)

( Great Tribulation )

 The Tribulation 

 Seventieth Week ( Dan.9:24 – 27 )

Seven Years of Tribulation on Earth, reign of the Anti-Christ
First 3 ½  years                                              Second 3 ½  years 

Rapture

Rapture

C
hrist’s 

S
econd 

Com
ing

Seven Seals ( Rev. 6, 7 ) Four Horses ( Rev. 6:1 – 8 ) Seven Trumpets ( Rev.8-11) Seven Vials ( Rev. 16,17 )

SOUTHERN AND NORTHERN  
DYNASTIES

Byzantine Architecture

Founder Mohammed
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F or 60 years I have seen Christian turn against 
their pastor.  When I was a baby Christian 

two of the men who supported me the most turned 
against their pastor and wanted him out.  My mind 
was semi-soured against that pastor but I kept lov-
ing him and he became without me knowing it a 
lifetime picture of missiology.  We were still friends 
when he was moving towards 90 and God was still 
using him.  He had many weaknesses and failed in 
different ways but helped start a number of church-
es.  One of them has supported Drena and me in our 
home town area for over 40 years.

So, what have I learned from 60 years of this 
both first-hand and as a Christian news and maga-
zine reader all this time?  Yes, a lots of books as 
well.  Here are my reasons.
1.	Our human sinfulness combined with enemy 

attacks outlined in Eph. 6:10-20 and many other 
passages in the bottom line.

2.	Strong minded leaders just naturally do not 
stick together or work well together.  Doctrine 
is more important than we realize or know and 
differences about strategy.  I lost one of my best 
friends in the early days who felt I was not char-
ismatic enough.  Do we have any idea of how 
many tens of thousands of splits and relation-
ship bust ups there have been on that one issue?  

Strong minded, focused leaders who accomplish 
great things are often impatient and the devil 
knows how to use that.

3.	In full time ministry money is more of a factor 
than we admit.  People are quick to criticize if 
one leader, maybe the head guy, is getting more 
money than they.  (Totally normal in secular situ-
ations and they still have tons of money related 
issues.)  People get on extremes on the ‘not fair 
tangent’ and it leads to hurt, confusion and a 
mess.  The story of people upset in Operation 
Mobilization (OM) history over money issues 
has never been told.  The story of often mega 
generosity and people going the extra miles also 
has not been much told.  Women are often not 
happy with the money their husband is getting 
or being treated even when he might be.  The 
complexity and potential for disunity in all this is 
off the charts.  It seems impossible for people not 
to get hurt.  People even threaten to go to court 
to get what they want.  The gossip during these 
tough situations gets released which increases 
the disunity.  Elements of truth in the gossip 
combined with untruth is dynamite in the hands 
of the devil.

4.	The grip of poverty.  We cannot comprehend, if 
we have not been there, the fear and complexity 

How disunity comes and 

why people 
tu

rn
 a

gainst their leader

George Verwer
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that poverty brings.  Many people are given low 
paying jobs in Christian movement.  The back-
bone of much of global missions in terms of the 
big humanitarian agencies is built on that.  Some 
pay more than others and their senior people get 
much more.  (Some CEOs back in the sending 
country are getting a million dollars a year.)  The 
complexity of this is off the charts.  Yet God has 
used these movements.  When people are fired, 
unless they are given a “golden handshake” 
(sometimes to get that, people have to sign that 
they will not say negative things about the agen-
cy) they complain, and gossip and even make 
threats like going to court.  Sometimes they say 
they have been mistreated even if they have 
not been mistreated.  I have hardly known any 
agency that did not have negative things being 
said about them, and I am speaking of hundreds 
that I have had exposure or contact with.  Actu-
ally, similar things happen in local churches and 
I have heard about many of them as I’ve been 
in many of these churches.  There are examples 
of people going on strike for more money and 
sometimes bringing the entire company into 
bankruptcy and then everyone loses their job.  
Often lawyers have to be involved and sometime 
unscrupulous outsiders, even non-believers, get 
involved trying to make some money from it 
all.  People and books have some nice, idealistic 
answers, often with Bible verses, 
but that does not put food on the 
table and pay the rent.  People 
get fearful and desperate and that 
makes them very vulnerable to 
do sinful and foolish things often 
ending up in a worse situation or 
even prison.  Marriages some-
times break in the middle of it.  
On the other hand, there must be 
thousands of stories of those who 
have been helped down life’s road 
because some Christian agency 
gave them their first job even if 
the pay was low.

5.	The grip of culture.  We are 
all impacted by our culture and 
especially all that happens to us 

before we are even 10 years of age.  Getting 
people to submit to a leader of a different culture 
who will probably make cultural mistake is very 
difficult.  Keep in mind huge nations that have 
many cultures and languages.  It may go for a 
while depending on circumstance, but then bang 
something goes wrong and misunderstanding 
and hurt comes in.  In some cultures telling a lie 
is not considered that wrong.  I just read a key 
article in well-known acceptable newspaper on 
the importance of being able to effectively lie 
and so it’s in some western culture as well.  It 
plays havoc in Christian ministry.  Soon people 
don’t know who to trust.
People take different viewpoints.  The truth is 
very, very hard to find and that really upsets the 
“total truth/total answer” guys especially when 
mixed hardball legalism and super spirituality.  
Mix that with “God always answer prayer and 
God always heals and delivers” and you have a 
mess that no one is going to resolve without lot 
of pain… and who want pain???

6.	The Blame Game.  It’s hard for us humans to see 
our own faults.  We cannot see our blind spots 
or they would not be blind spots anymore.  I still 
stand amazed on how hard it is, even as a leader, 
to correct most people.  They often immediately 
turn on you blaming you or pointing out some 
fault in your own life.  In a team or office they 

look for someone else to 
blame and in some agen-
cies they end up blaming 
the CEO.  If they build up 
their case enough and know 
key people to talk to, the 
CEO may soon lose his 
job (or Senior Pastor).  In 
some cases it will be the 
team leader or department 
head.  If the person in the 
first place had the humil-
ity to admit his mistake or 
take the correction, even 
it is not 100% accurate, 
then this heavy stuff would 
have never taken place.  I 
personally feel our own 

why people 
tu

rn
 a

gainst their leader

The author spoke at the 2014 Roma for the 
Nations Consultation in Budapest, Hungary.
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movement was better off when everyone had to 
read the book Calvary Road, confessing faults, 
humbling ourselves, learning to be broken be-
came part of our DNA.  How much is still there 
remains to be seen.  The book is hardly read any 
more even thousands of copies are going out in 
many languages.  There are new similar books 
like Bite and Devour and Leading with Love but 
not many have ever read them.  My own books 
carry this message especially Revolution of 
Love, even my first book about literature evange-
lism had a key chapter about loving one another.

7.	Handling change – Hundreds of thousands of 
churches around the world have split when the 
pastor or leader’s wanted to make serious chang-
es.  Years ago I was at a key church in Copen-
hagen and 75% of the people left when changes 
were made.  After the changes were made, the 
church did much better and many non-Christians 
came and found the Lord.  Can you even imag-
ine that churches split over John MacArthur’s 
teaching and Willow Creeks’ teachings, to list 
only a few?  I guess speaking in tongues must be 
the global leader for splitting churches.  There 
are whole books written about abusive leadership 
and books and articles on the abuse of leaders.  
What blows my mind is how whole new church 

denominations are born through such things hap-
pening.  Hope you have read what I have written 
about missiology.

8.	The tendency to be negative and problem ori-
ented.  Some people for different reasons always 
seem negative.  Leaders should try to find out if 
people are like that and not hire them in the first 
place, much more complex in movements like 
OM.  By the way, a number of our key people 
in those early days completely overthrew their 
Christian faith, and I am talking about Bible Col-
lege graduates.

Some people seem to be unhappy no matter 
what.  Your co-worker might be a more positive and 
forgiving person, but what about his/her spouse?  
Many a spouse has brought division between their 
husband/wife and their direct leader.  Endless 
stories, even movies, have shown that harsh reality.  
So often, human pride is in the middle of it.  We 
need to ask ourselves, ‘How easy is it for people 
to correct me or exhort me?’  I dare people to read 
Ken Penman’s almost unknown book about Pride.

(The author is the Founder of Operation Mobilization.)

Elbasan, Albania
Date: September 12 to 21, 2017
Activities: Vacation Bible School (VBS) for chil-

dren and youth, English camp for youth, 
primary health care, and outreach activi-
ties

Cost Estimate: Canada $500 (air ticket to and from 
Albania not included)

Application Deadline: May 31, 2017

Skopje, Macedonia and Zrenjanin, Serbia
Date: September 22 to 29, 2017 (Macedonia)

September 30 to October 9, 2017 (Serbia)
Activities: Training of church leaders, medical clinic, 

outreach activities, primary healthcare, 
children and youth ministry

Cost Estimate:	 Canada $500 for each country (air 
ticket to and from Macedonia or Ser-
bia not included)

Application deadline: May 31, 2017

Join Us to be a Blessing to the Roma People 
Serving Opportunities for 18 years old & above mature Christians, 

Pastors and Medical Professionals

For more information, please contact Rev. Grover Crosby (grover.crosby@rhccc.ca) or 
Mr. Calvin Chew (cy.chew@sympatico.ca)
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Coming Together Around a 
Common Biblical Vision

Rick Wood

Is it really possible for God’s people to work 
together in unity for the sake of God’s glory in 

all the earth and the spread of His kingdom to all 
peoples? If you look at Christian history over the 
last 2,000 years, you would fairly conclude that 
it is not. But things are changing in our day and 
the unity that we need that seems so impossible to 
achieve is more and more becoming the reality on 
the mission field.

In his “High Priestly Prayer” of John 17, Jesus 
prayed for his disciples and for us, those who would 
believe as a result of his first disciples, that we would 
be one so that the world would know that Jesus was 
sent from God and that we are loved by God. In 
verses 22 and 23 Jesus prayed to the Father for us, “I 
have given them the glory that you gave me, that they 
may be one as we are one— I in them and you in 
me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. 
Then the world will know that you sent me and have 
loved them even as you have loved me.”

I believe that this prayer is in the process of be-
ing answered in our day. The global mission com-
munity is increasingly coming together in networks 
and partnerships. There is the growing realization 
that the task is too big for any one organization to 
tackle and so much more can be accomplished by 
working together than can be done separately.

So what would the “complete unity” Jesus 
prayed for look like anyway? It will not be charac-

terized by a large organization with a hierarchical 
command and control structure. The clear trend in 
both church and mission is towards a decentral-
ization of power and control and a move towards 
the kinds of voluntary networks and partnerships.  
First of all, we have the unity of partaking of the 
same Holy Spirit. As followers of Jesus each of us 
is united in the Spirit. Beyond this, the unity Jesus 
prayed for will be a unity of vision and purpose 
where God’s people live on mission with Him in 
obedience to His word to do His will in His ways in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. We have been given 
our marching orders in Matt. 28:18-20 to go and 
make disciples who make more disciples and to do 
so in all peoples. The closer we get as the global 
church to abiding in Jesus and obeying what He has 
called us to do, the more unified we will be as His 
body—no matter how many moving parts that body 
may have. Disunity comes from a lack of submis-
sion to the authority of Jesus and a failure to obey 
what He has commanded us to do. It comes from 
a desire to do things our way rather than His way. 
The more we rely on the flesh instead of obey the 
word, the more disunity there will be.

Over the last 27 years, I have experienced first 
hand the kind of unity Jesus prayed for as I have 
lived on mission with God. I have worked with 
Jesus followers from many different backgrounds. I 
did not have complete unity with these fine ser-
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vants of God on every aspect of doctrine, mission 
strategy, politics and a host of other topics but there 
were always certain things that we were unified 
around. We loved Jesus and we wanted everyone 
else within all peoples to love him too, and we were 
willing to give our lives to help make that a reality.

So What Is This Biblical Vision 
That Can Unite Us?

It really is not that complicated. As mentioned 
above, it is centered on simple obedience to what Jesus 
has asked all of us to do. Here are some suggestions 
based on what Scripture teaches.

We must provide access to the gospel and the 
knowledge of Christ to every person on earth. This 
sounds impossible but is actually doable if we focus on 
reaching every people group and fostering movements 
of discipleship in each one. If we employ the multi-
plication methods that Jesus modeled and Paul used 
until he could declare that there was “no place left” for 
him to work, (Rom. 15:23) then it is possible for every 
person to have access to the gospel. It is the power of 
exponential multiplication of disciples making dis-
ciples. It says in 2 Peter 3:9 that God is “not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 
Obviously, not all will believe, but all people every-
where deserve to have access.

Every willing follower of Jesus must be 
equipped (discipled) to live on mission with God 
to make more disciples who likewise equip and 
make more disciples.  The “Great Commission” 
passage of Matt. 28:18-20 makes it clear that every-
one who claims to be a Jesus follower is called to go 
and make disciples, “teaching them to obey all that 
I have commanded.” One of those commands is to 
make disciples so multigenerational discipleship is 
inherent in Jesus’ last words to us in this passage. 
Paul reinforces this multigenerational discipleship 
mandate in 2 Tim. 2:2 when he says to Timothy, 
“And the things you have heard me say in the pres-
ence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people 
who will also be qualified to teach other.” In this 
passage we can see four generations of disciples. 
Whatever method we decide to use to make dis-
ciples, we must ask ourselves whether it is successful 
in producing multiple generations of disciples.

The “Great Commission,” Matt. 28:18-20 

must become our identity as followers of Jesus. 
Very few churches regularly teach Matt: 28:18-20 
as representing the call of Jesus upon all of our 
lives. This foundation stone of who we are as Jesus 
followers is often mistakenly taught as something 
that applies to a few special called out ones rather 
than something all of us are obliged to obey. This 
idea that a few are called and most are not brings 
great disunity to the body of Christ.  The regular 
and proper teaching of this passage would help 
greatly in bringing unity to the body of Christ as we 
work together on mission with God to make disci-
ples and bring the gospel to every people. How can 
we say that Jesus is our King and we are part of His 
kingdom if we refuse to obey, not to mention teach, 
what our King has asked us to do?

We Must Love God and Love Our Neigh-
bor In Matt. 22:37-40 Jesus said, “ ‘You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the great 
and foremost commandment. The second is like it, 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these 
two commandments depend the whole Law and the 
Prophets.” How do we most effectively fulfill this 
commandment from Jesus? How do we love God 
with our whole being?  Jesus has given us some 
clues. In John 14:21, “Whoever has my commands 
and keeps them is the one who loves me.” In 1 John 
2:5 it says, “But if anyone obeys his word, love for 
God is truly made complete in them. This is how we 
know we are in him.” Love for God and obedience 
to what He has commanded are inseparable from 
each other.  Our obedience is also key to loving our 
neighbor. The most loving thing we can ever do for 
someone is to share the gospel with them. In 1 Peter 
1:22, it says, “Now that you have purified yourselves 
by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for 
each other, love one another deeply, from the heart.”

We can move ever closer to the complete unity 
that Jesus prayed for the more we are willing to 
obey what Jesus has asked us to do and to live on 
mission together with Him.

(The author is the editor of Mission Frontiers, a publication 
of FrontierVentures, formerly known as U.S. Center for 
World Mission. Reprint with permission from Mission 
Frontiers, 2017 Mar/Apr Issue)
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February 10, 2017

President Donald Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Make America Great Again ! But how ?
Dear President,

I am 91 years of  age, born in China and have been a naturalized U.S. citizen for 50 years. I am an ordained 
minister for over 50 years and have served extensively in North America, Asia and Europe.

I never cease to be inspired by the early history of  America  —  the formation of  this great nation through 
the guiding hand of  God our Heavenly Father.

I am also forever indebted to the thousands of  American missionaries who, in the past 200 years, came to 
China, braved untold difficulties (including loss of  lives), brought the gospel of  Jesus Christ to the Chinese 
people. For such love and sacrifice, we could never forget.

However, my heart has been deeply grieved over the recent downward plunge of  our nation in areas of  
faith, morality, politics, education and cultural trends; especially since the 1960s.

During the past 3 decades, I have been writing letters in every 2 or 3 years to our top national leaders 
(Executive, Legislative and Judicial branches), all Governors, Mayors of  50 largest cities, media leaders, 
and presidents of  about 1,500 universities and seminaries  —  a total of  over 3,000 letters. Because of  my 
age and health, this current letter may be the last of  its kind that I have been doing. 

Now, our new President is in charge. We highly admire your courage and tenacity to make crucial changes 
of  our nation. Many are long overdue. May God grant our nation a new beginning  —  a return to The 
Faith of  Our Fathers! This is the only way for America to be great again! WE MUST COME BACK TO 
GOD. THERE IS NO OTHER WAY!

For God has personally promised us: “If  my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their land.” (II Chron. 7:14).

With prayer and humility, let us come to God through Christ our Saviour and plead for His mercy to grant 
America a genuine national repentance so that America will truly be God-fearing and Great Again!

By His loving kindness, may this spiritual renewal of  America will soon take place! Amen!

Yours for the Restoration of  America,

Thomas Wang
President Emeritus

Great Commission Center International
848 Stewart Drive, Suite 200, Sunnyvale, CA 94085, U.S.A.  Tel: (408) 636-0030 
Fax:  (408) 636-0033  E-Mail:info@gcciusa.org  Website: http://www.gcciusa.org
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W e who have come from the Far East have 
always admired the Rule-of-Law tradition 

of the western society –— with justice and equality 
to all!

Then of course, we do further realize that each 
born-again Christian bears a double identity –— 
citizenship of both earth and heaven, and conse-
quently should observe laws of this earth and laws 
of heaven! Let us explain,

1. Laws of our Earthly Nation
As apostle Paul said, “Everyone must submit 

himself to the governing authorities, for there is no 
authority except that which God has established …. 
For he is God’s servant to do you good.” (Rom. 13:1, 
4)

Example: Paying tax, conscription, traffic regu-
lations etc.

2. Laws of our Heavenly Kingdom
As Christians, we should respect laws both of 

the earth and heaven. Because high above our na-
tional Constitution is the Constitution of God – the 
Bible (the word of God), which should be observed 
by all Christians regardless of nationality.

Example: The three close friends (Shadrack, 
Meshach and Abednego) of Prophet Daniel, be-
cause of their faith in God, defied the king’s order 
to bow down and worship a huge image which 
King Nebuchadnezzar built, were thrown into a 
blazing furnace. But God miraculously rescued 
them without any harm. (Dan 3)

Some may suggest that this event happened in 
the Old Testament time, during the age of law. Is it 
applicable to the New Testament time, the age of 
grace? Let us look further.

3. Christians in the New Testament Time
In the New Testament time, Christians should 

be mindful of both our “Earthly” as well as our 
“Heavenly” identities as our obligations.

In the first place, Jesus our Lord has publicly 
declared: “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to 
God what is God’s.”  (Mark 12:17) Jesus did not 
say “Give nothing to Caesar” but rather reminded 
us of our twofold responsibilities.

The Apostle Peter was more straight-forward 
by saying, “fear God, honor the king.” (I Peter 
2:17)

While it is true that God wants us to respect 
both dimensions, yet whenever national laws clash 
with heavenly laws (the Bible, God’s word), Chris-
tians are obligated to observe the laws of God. This 
is indeed our highest privilege and duty.

Members of the Early Church were truly zeal-
ous for the Lord! When Peter and the Apostles were 
forbidden to witness for the gospel, they replied, 
“We must obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) 
Hallelujah, praise the Lord!

Some of the early Christians were oppressed by 
the chief priests and the leaders and were flogged. 
But when they were released they actually rejoiced 
“because they had been counted worthy of suffer-
ing disgrace for the Name.” (Acts 5:41)

O how wonderful it would be if Christians today 
are imbued with such courage, guts and stamina! 
We of course should observe our national law. But 
when our national law disagrees with God’s law, 
we should resolutely walk on God’s highway! 
Because above our national Constitution there is 
God’s Constitution (the Bible, God’s word) which 
Christians should not trespass! No, never!

 (The author is GCCI’s Founder and President Emeritus.) 

A Higher Constitution!
Thomas Wang
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Guatemala: For years an agency in helping the poor, they ask 
and listen to them about their most pressing need. And very often 
it turns out to be low self-worth from being discriminated and 
neglected. So, in addition of providing material help, they show 
them that they matter to God and they can be agents of change 
for their community. In one village, daughters have been sent 
into prostitution to provide for the families. To help reveal true 
worth of these girls to their families, boarding schools were set 
up for education and skills training. As the girls were loved and 
trained, hundreds of them have professed faith in Christ.

<Food for the Hungry, www.fh.org, 3/21/17>

Greece: Agreement between Turkey and European Union has 
brought near halt of refugees stranding thousands of them on 
an offshore island. It is reported that there is a growing trend 
of depression among young adults and children as young as 9 
years old resulting in higher rate of self-harm, suicide, and major 
danger of long-term psychological damage. They have nothing 
to do and feel hopeless. An education agency is providing Christ-
center education both in person and on-line and skilled teachers 
well trained in PTSD bringing hope though the gospel message.

<Tent Schools International, tentschoolsint.org, 3/20/17>

Kenya: A Bible printing/distributing agency has been working 
in the country and finds it hard to reach out to the Muslims, as 
Christians can risk everything including their lives for dong 
that.  A Muslim man in a town, on the coastal region dominated 
by Muslims, genuinely seeking the truth got converted in a 
Christian meeting. He has a passion of sharing Bibles passages 
with those in his Bible study groups. Now he is working with 
the agency to distribute Bibles and leading people to Christ. 
Muslims are searching and the Church is growing.

<Biblica (International Bible Society), www.biblica.com, 
3/16/17

South Asia: SAARC, South Asia Association for Regional 
Cooperation is a political alliance of eight countries: Afghanistan, 
Bhutan, Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and 
Sri Lanka. They also have a high concentration of unreached 
peoples. Five years ago. an agency helped set up an alliance of 
mission-minded pastors from the SAARC nations to promote 
mission in the entire region.  Their future plan is ambitious: By 
using TV/ radio programs, on-the-ground church planters, they 
plan to train and equip 7,000 kingdom leaders and established 
800 churches in 2017. The task is not easy. One pastor found a 
death threat waiting when he got home.

<Global Advance, www.globaladvance.org, 3/14/17>

Asia: For 8 years an agency has worked in a Creative Access 
country, a country dominated by a state faith. During this period, 

World Mission News
Compiled by Samuel C.Y. Ling

they have seen the numbers of believers grow 600% from a 
small handfuls. Recently, in a training session for some of the 
young church leaders, almost all of the over 100 of them are first-
generation Christians. The agency is arranging and encouraging 
mature Christians from a neighboring nation that has access to 
go in and help mentor/nurture these young churches.

<Bibles for the World, www.biblesfortheworld.org, 3/13/17>

Somalia: The nation has been without any form of government 
for 20 years. There is a small Christian group of about 200 
living very secretively as they are being sought out harshly by 
the Moslem extremists. In a refugee camp (world’s largest with 
400,000 people) 25 miles west of the border with neighboring 
Kenya, most of the refugees are from Somalia. The Kenya 
government is trying to close down the camp sending the 
Somalis back. An agency working with the Christians is 
equipping them with solar powered audio Bibles. Though 
reluctant to go back, they go with a heart for mission.

<Operation Mobilization, www.omusa.org, 3/13/17>
<World Mission, www.worldmission.org, 3/10/17>

Uganda: In Uganda for 5, 000 there is only one nurse that can 
offer basic medical services to the people who usually go to the 
witch doctors for every type of malady. An agency is starting 
a nursing school to train Christian nurses. In the two-year 
program, they get not only the medical training but also ability to 
share the gospel in order to provide holistic healing to people in 
the community. 

 <AMG International, www.amginternational.org, 3/3/17>

Russia: It has been 13 years since the Beslan School terrorist 
attack that took 330 lives, mostly children. The following year, 
2005, local churches asked SOAR to help minister the child 
survivors during Easter. “The Baskets of Hope” was born and 
has continued through the years, even extending to other hurting 
and needy children and those in orphanages. “The Baskets of 
Hope” is much more than traditional Easter baskets of toys and 
candy, but carefully chosen useful items that exhibit the love of 
God. This show of love does impact lives.

<SOAR International Ministry, soarinternational.org, 3/7/17>

Japan: 6 years after the deadly “triple disaster,” tens of 
thousands of people are still in temporary housing. Worse yet, 
government is ending housing subsidies and financial aid to 
many. As time went on, so did many responders, except some 
Christian groups, earning the title of “Mr Christ” in the hard soil 
of Japan.

<Asian Access, www.asuanaccess.org, 3/2/17>
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You are encouraged to join millions of Christians around the world to 
participate in this largest ongoing international prayer focus on the Muslim 
world.

This full-color prayer guide has been proven to be an effective tool since its 
first publication in 1993 in helping Christians to understand and to persistently 
pray for Muslim neighbors and nations.

The prayer guide is translated into many different languages. To find out 
which languages are available, please check the 30-Days Prayer Network website 
(www.praying30days.com).

There is also a family/children’s edition. It follows the same daily prayer 
topics (shortened and simplified for elementary school-age kids), and also 

includes some fun activities. Involve the younger members of 
your church and family!

P l e a s e  o rd e r  yo u r  N o r t h 
A m e r i c a n  e d i t i o n  f r o m 
praying30days@gmail.com and 
Chinese edition from bookstore@
dallascchc.org

Calling Christians to Pray for 
the Muslim World


